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MANY AND MANY A TIME. 
BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 


MANY and many a time 
I have seen the sun go under 
The great black cloud, 
While fierce and loud 
Rolled forth the mighty thunder ; 
And all the sky was dark, 
And the breeze a baleful spectre, 
Whose chilly breath 
And touch of death 
Robbed roses of their nectar ; 
But soon the smiling sun 
Caressed the fainting flower ; 
New joys had birth, 
And all the earth 
Was sweeter for the shower. 


Many and many a time 
I have seen a cloud of sorrow 
Obscure the light 
Of a soul that might 
Have tasted joy on the morrow. 
Idols were rent in twain; 
Hopes torn from their sacred keeping ; 
And o1, the loss ! 
And oh, the cross! 
And oh, the bitter weeping ! 
But soon the night was o’er ;— 
Sweet morn has no denial ;— 
And hearts were strong 
To sing their song 
Of victory after trial. 


Many and many a time 
I’ve gone with my sad complaining, 
And tears, to brood 


In solitude 


O’er love that I fancied waning. 
And all the world seemed dark 
To me in my foolish sorrow, 
And I would pray 
For death to-day, 
Lest a worse thing come to-morrow. 
But soon my thoughts are turned 
From the error of their going, 
While kisses thrill 
My soul and fill 
My cup to overflowing. 


So in some future day, 
When all seems dark before me, 
I'll strive to trust 
The love that must 
Be shining somewhere o’er me. 
For out of the hollow dark, 
With scarcely a note of warning, 


Aurora breaks, 


And straightway makes 
The glory of the morning, 





I am led by His loving-kindness 
Many a time ;— 
And many a time 

I have grieved o’er my fatal blindness. 


NO KICKING IN THE TRACES. 
BY THE REV. SAMUEL W. DUFFIELD. 


poe the expressman and I landed the big 
trunk in the hall, I said to him, “ Second story, 
please.” “All right,” said he; “no kicking in the 
traces! Up with it!” 

Now, when I remember that I might have been re- 
quired to wrestle, single-handed and alone, with over 
a hundred and fifty pounds of dead weight, in a 
very awkward shape; when I remember further that 
the stairs were not broad and the trunk was an abso- 
lute necessity in the front room, I recall the prompt 
act of that tired man with great pleasure. As he 
left the door I handed him the gratuity which I know 
he did not expect, and I felt relieved and at peace. 

Some people now would put that all on the mere 
ground of duty. It was his duty and he ought to 
have done it anyhow. This furnishes the burden to 
their song. But a large number of other people look 
at it very differently. They deny the duty; or, if the 
duty is to be done it is done sullenly. An “extra 
quarter” makes a perceptible change in their sense of 
what is fit and right. And, then, when it is all over, 
it is mere hard literatism, just cold, dead service, with 
no life and no heartiness in it at all. 

Perhaps I may be allowed to moralize over this 
little incident a trifle. There are a good many big 
trunks to go up to second stories in the Sunday- 
school work, and there is a large amount of “ kicking 
in the traces” seem and unseen. Don’t you recollect 
(as to the unseen part) the story of the two young 
women about whom the ardent admirer stood in 
doubt? And if you do, you recall the fact that he 
felt he could be “happy with either, were t’other 
dear charmer away.” So he resolved to make them 
angry and see which one had the best temper. This 


‘should decide it. 


One, on the instant, ordered him, like the Widow 
Bedott, to “ get out of that there door.” The other 
was exceedingly meek and thus won the prize of his 
affection. But as it appeared, subsequent to their 
marriage, that her temper was none of the most ami- 
able he asked her about her previous victory over it. 
To which she responded, that when he had left the 
house on that occasion she had nearly bitten off the 
top of the broomstick! External indications were 
therefore very deceptive. 

Thus it may seem to a superintendent that his 
teachers are all pulling together, though, in point of 
fact, they kick badly when his back is turned. He 
supposes that his plans and methods are heartily 
and cheerfully adopted. No word in teachers’-meet- 
ing has led him to believe otherwise. But somehow 
things do not go. There is a lack of energy, of 
spring, of response, in the school. Everybody “is 
apparently doing his duty, and many a superinten- 
dent is deceived thereby. His only hope of a suc- 
cessful school lies in finding out and stopping the 
source of the trouble, in discovering who kick, and 
how many of them, and why. Presently, if this is 
not done, the scholars catch the infection. I saw a 
Mustang colt, the other day, that kicked and bucked 
at two months old as if it had been regularly trained 
to the business. And this is just what I am most 
afraid of, for if there are confirmed jibbers and kickers 
in the Sunday-school team they will propagate their 
bad qualities, 

This is all on the supposition that the superinten- 
dent is a good man and true, and understands his 
work. But even if he is not, I still maintain that 
“kicking in the traces” is poor policy and worse 
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sense. If President Grant be credited with only a 
single witty speech, that single speech contained an 
amount of hard common sense which is surprising. 
He declared that the best way to have a bad law re- 
pealed was to have it rigidly enforced. Soif you 
have a bad superintendent, rigidly enforce him! Let 
his plans come to their legitimate result, and the 
quicker the better. Pull altogether and land him 
against his stone wall if he is determined to drive 
there, and the smash will then be nobody’s fault but 
his own. The other course only entangles or disin- 
tegrates the school. : 

So, whether the head of the concern be right or 
wrong, let there be no “kicking in the traces.” 
Loyalty always wins in the long run. It unites and 
strengthens the real elements of power. It prevents 
complaint. It silencescalumny. It affords practical 
experience. It produces prayer, and pains, and 
success, 

I might, from the superintendent’s side, urge the 
same arguments. No one can tell in advance how 
ceriain purposes will come out unless they have fair 
play. And no one can be properly held responsible 
for the success or failure of a school which in either 
case rushes over his head and against his cherished 
opinions. It is by no means wisest always to seek the 
supposed experience of teachers; and if the super- 
intendent is to raise his school to higher grades of 
usefulness, he must often be greatly superior in fore- 
sight and knowledge to the voting majority. “ No- 
thing succeeds like success,” and it is better that he 
should even be severe with those who kick and bite, 
rather than that the school should suffer. 

Now there are some superintendents to whom this 
carrying things with the strong hand, is a genuine 
delight. But they are not always right init. In- 
stead of making they sometimes break. They are 
like the little girl : 

‘* When she was good she was very good indeed, 
And when she was bad she was horrid !” 

So the most convincing way in God’s providence 
of conquering a tyrannical disposition, is to let it take 
its own consequences, And the superintendent will 
thus be most effectually taught. 

Better not go in the traces at all than begin to 
kick. Better begin to go out, than to stay and kick. 
In short, “open rebuke is better than secret love,” 
which gives no wholesome co-operation, even though 
it may not kick at all. For when we remember 
whose we are and whom we serve, we shall rise be- 
yond all these little temptations to shirk or strike 
back. He who works for himself and his own glory 
in the Sabbath school had better be out of it speedily, 
whether he be superintendent or teacher. But though 
as a superintendent he be often personally dis- 
couraged, or as a teacher he be disposed to prefer 
other methods, let him never kick in the traces. Let 
him shoulder his burden again and up with it to the 
second or the fourth story. Every time he masters 
the weight he goes higher. Every time the weight 
masters him he has receded morally and confessed 
his defeat. 





OUR BIBLE CLASS. 
Ill. THE KNOTTY POINT. 
BY MRS, J. LINDSLEY PINNEO. 


HE news of Mr. Jewell’s Bible-class had spread, 
Evidently it was destined to be popular. Besides 

the original twenty-five, a number of persons were 
present who were not there the first Sunday. Mr, 
Jewell stood up before us, calm, placid, and self- 
poised, as if he had not—“ Original sin” to deal with. 
Yes, that was the knotty point which formed the 
central truth of our lesson. Before grappling with 
it, however, we touched lightly here and there upon 
various points connected with the Garden of Eden 
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and the temptation. The two ladies who had ex- 
pressed utter indifference about studying the geo- 
graphy of the Bible, suddenly waked up to an in- 
tense interest as to the situation of the garden. Mr. 
Jewell reminded them of what they had said the 
previous Sunday, but they insisted that their indif- 
ference only extended to places the location of which 
was well defined. If nobody knew where Eden was, 
then that was a point they would like to have settled 
at once. 

Mr. Jewell informed them, with a smile, that it 
would take a wiser head than his to determine it 
exactly, in spite of their new geographical zeal. 
Eden was a place, or region, called so perhaps by 
Moses, not by God. There was no reason for naming 
places when nobody existed except Adam and Eve. 
Mrs. Watson and Mrs. Hunt wouldn’t have been 
bothered with geographical distinctions, had they 
lived before the earth was peopled. As to the site of 
the garden, it had been the subject of endless dis- 
cussion. The changes in the face of the country had 
been such, in consequence of the deluge, that it was 
impossible to come to a perfectly satisfactory con- 
clusion with reference to it. It was not a matter, 
after all, of any very great importance. 

This started up Mr, Fanshaw, a man who, upon 
principle, never agreed with anybody. We were not 
surprised, therefore, when his opinion did not coin- 
cide with Mr. Jewell’s. , 

“Tt really doesn’t seem to me,” he said, “so very 
difficult to fix the site of the garden. All you have 
to do is to locate the four rivers bounding it, and 
there you have it.” 

“Trus,” replied Mr. Jewell. 

As to its not being an important question where 
the garden was, Mr. Fanshaw couldn’t view it in 
that light. He thought it was of much more conse- 
quence than finding the northwest passage, about 
which all the world had made such a fuss. A scene 
had occurred there of immense import to the human 
race, and we ought, all of us, to be deeply interested 
in the exact spot. As to the name “Garden of 
Eden,” if it was called so in God’s Book, then that 
was God’s name for it. 

Nobody demurred, and he seemed quite disap- 
pointed. 

But at this juncture, a young farmer directed at- 
tention to the fact that agriculture ought to be a 
pretty honorable pursuit, it having been that of the 
head of the race in its primeval state. He was anxious 
to know something about the size of the garden, and 
whether it could be possible for one man to till it all. 

Of course even Mr. Jewell could not tell him how 
many acres there were, but he was quite sure Adam 
would not be set to perform an impossible task. In 
fact, tasks came by sin. Dressing and keeping the 
garden was undoubtedly a source of great pleasure. 
Man was so constituted, even in bis innocency, that 
exercise was necessary to him. Indolence would be 
the last thing he would care to indulge in. He 
couldn’t be happy unless he was busy. When the 
sentence of banishment was pronounced on him, then 
labor was quite a different thing. It involved toil, 
which exhausted the physical frame, and anxiety, 
which corroded the heart. 

Miss Williams was evidently not interested in this 
line of remark; farming was not inher sphere. She 
made quite a leap and asked Mr. Jewell if he didn’t 
think the serpent was better looking when it tempted 
Eve than now. 

Mr. Jewell assured. her that, in his opinion, there 
was no doubt of this. There was a belief among the 
Jews and early Christians that it was very beautiful ; 
moreover, the original phrase used in speaking of 
the Lord’s sending fiery serpents among the people 
is “Seraphim,” perhaps so named from their magnifi- 
cent color aud their supposed resemblance to an order 
of angelic beings. The very curse pronounced upon 
the serpent after the temptation, showed that it was 
not the repulsive creature then that it is now. 

Here a young man with rather a cynical expression 
of countenance, whose hair and necktie had evi- 
dently not passed under the supervision of any femi- 
nine eye that day, said : 

“Do you not think the serpent approached Eve 
first, because he knew she was the weaker and the 
more yielding one of the pair?” 

A general flutter ensued among the ladies, and 
glances of great indignation were bestowed upon the 
young man. Mrs. Hunt didn’t give Mr. Jewell a 
moment to reply, but took the defensive for her sex 
at once, 
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“Tt is very plain to mz,” she said, “ which of the 
two the serpent thought the more difficult to deal 
with. He saw he would have to argue the case with 
Eve before she fell, but with Adam no such trouble 
was necessary. Adam would fall into the snare, any- 
how, jast as he did.” 

There was now imminent danger of a war of 
words, when a member of the class—who it was 
well known cherished sentiments highly favorable 
to man’s native goodness—nearly took my breath 
away by coming plump upon original sin. 

“ Mr, Jewell,” said she, “ do you think we all in- 
herited a sinful nature from Adam ?”’ 

Every eye among those differing so widely in re- 
ligious opinion was fixed upon Mr. Jewell. 

“T cannot answer you better,” said he, “than in 
the language of Scripture. ‘ By one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin;’ ‘By the offence of 
one, judgment came upon all men;’ ‘By one man’s 
disobedience many were made sinners,’ and so forth. 
These passages and kindred ones from the Bible, 
would settle the question to those who accept it as 
the inspired word of God, did not experience and 
observation add their weight to the same. I believe 
that in consequence of Adam’s sin the race was born 
without a disposition to obey God, and the moment 
nature acts it does so in disobedience to the law of 
love in which Adam was created.” 

“ Do you think,” asked Mrs. Wilson, the mother 
of two lovely little girls, ‘‘that my children are in- 
herently wicked, just because Adam and Eve ate that 
apple?” . 

“T believe,” replied Mr. Jewell, “that your chil- 
dren, like all others, have inherited the nature of the 
race. It is a universal law, that like produces like. 
Didn’t your children evince a disposition to do wrong 
rather than right, as soon as they commenced to act? 
And wasn’t it necessary to carefully watch them, and 
often reprove them? If they were born with a holy 
nature, why should this be so ?” 

“Oh, but may it not be imitation that brings out 
wrong ?” inquired Mrs. Wilson. 

“ We have been told,” said Mr. Jewell, “that the 
young crocodile, as soon as it breaks from the shell, 
without a glimpse of any other crocodile, big or little, 
puts itself in a posture of attack, opening its mouth 
and showing a belligerent spirit. No imitation there; 
and thus it is with children, Place them under the 
most favorable influences, watch them every instant, 
let them never hear a wrong word, and you will soon 
be convinced that their nature is evil.” 

“ Like the little daughter of a friend of mine,” 
said Mrs. Glover, “ who had been carefully trained, 
and usually talked to others most sweetly of him 
who made her, yet with lisping accents was more than 
once heard to say, ‘Go away, God;’ ‘I don’t love 
God!’ ” ‘ 

“Tsn’t it very mysterious,” asked Mrs. Wilson, 
“that we come ints the world with dispositions more 
ready to do evil than good, just because of our 
parents’ nature ?” 

“The existence of sin is no more mysterious,” re- 
plied Mr. Jewell, “than its expiation on the cross. 
Sin is here. Its effects are written everywhere in 
tears, and in bleeding, broken hearts; but the remedy 
is perfect—a remedy provided for man and not for 
angels, Angels also sinned, but recovering mercy 
was not extended to them. It is all a mystery, and 
we can only say,‘ Even so, Father, for so it seemed 
good in thy sight.’ ’’ 

Just here the church clock struck. We were sur- 
prised at the time that had slipped away. As we 
rose to go, Miss Williams whispered to me, “ Ar’n’t 
our lessons nice! A body isn’t afraid to ask ques- 
tions and say what one really thinks, all because we 
have a jewell for a teacher.” 

Greenwich, Conn. 


LAY EVANGELISTS. 
BY 8. E, BRIDGMAN. 


Var of the fruits of the Young Men’s Christian 

Association is the systematic visitation of whole 
states by a duly organized state committee, who go 
from place to place holding meetings of two to three 
days, for successive months. New Hampshire, Ver- 
mont, Massachusetts, Illinois, and other states have 
for a few years past been wonderfully blest by such a 
canvass, Not a few men have given up business and 
entered directly into this kind of continuous service. 
We refer not to such men as Moody, Sankey, Whittle, 
Bliss, and Burnell, but to others, like George E. 
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Davis, of Vermont; M. B. Critchett, of New Hamp- 
shire; H. M. Moore and R. K. Remington, Massa- 
chusetts ; John Wanamaker and George H. Stuart, 
of Pennsylvania, and J. V. Farwell, of Chicago, who 
are quietly wielding a mighty power in their several 
states by their labors. 

We look, the coming winter, for a host of earnest 
disciples who shall gird on the armor, and enter into 
personal service in their respective churches, under 
the guidance of their own pastors. If they cannot 
reach out into broader fields, such as those occupied 
by the men named, they can in humbler walks find 
an ample sphere for service. 

Major J. H. Cole, of Chicago, has been laboring 
with great success for several weeks in Liverpool. 
Crowded houses have greeted his presence, and many 
souls have been converted through his preaching. Heis 
now resting in Scotland, in preparation for winter work. 
In Northampton, England, a very graciou% work of 
God is now going on, meetings being held by laymen 
of different churches. Their plan of operation seems 
to be almost identical with the work inaugurated in 
Massachusetts by K. A. Burnell, four years ago. 
Young Men’s Christian Associations have been 
formed in Beyrout, Damascus, and Nazareth, in 
Syria, and are doing a benign work in visiting the 
sick and suffering, and in preaching Christ. In Cal- 
cutta and other places in India laymen are working 
with untiring zeal, rewarded by seeing souls born into 
the kingdom. May God speed these workers and in- 
tensify their power ! 


Northampton, Mass. 


CHARLIE’S TEST. 
BY MARY J. PORTER. 


HE spiritual dearth was over, and the showers of 

refreshing had come. For the first time in many 

years the church in Oakville was about to welcome 
to its fellowship a large number of young converts, 


The members of the vast congregation assembled 
on that bright June morning listened with various 
emotions to the names of those who were willing to 
declare themselves to be on the Lord’s side. Seated 
in a corner of the gallery, unnoticed among the 
throng, were Charlie Grey and his companion, Fred 
Boynton. Peering over the balustrade and taking a 
constant, although not very active, interest in what 
was passing below, Charlie received a shock like that 
of electricity. 

“Fred, Fred,” he whispered, nudging his comrade’s 
arm impetuously, “look there! That’s my sister Ella.” 

Could he be mistaken? Surely not. it was Ella 
Grey who had last arisen from her seat and was now 
about to take the vows of the people of God. She 
had been a careless, thoughtless girl—always ready 
to engage in whatever promised her a pleasure; kind- 
hearted, but unwilling to deny herself for the bene- 
fitof others, Latterly Charlie had thought her rather 
dull. He had, indeed, accused her of having “the 
dumps.” That she had been thinking seriously of 
the interests of her soul was an idea which had not 
occurred to him until now. He actually sat perfectly 
quiet all through the remainder of the exercises and 
listened attentively to the sermon—a thing which he 
did not remember to have done before. The subject 
of discourse was “The Christian Life.” Charlie be- 
gan to think it must be very pleasant to be really 
good. Walking homeward after service he was sur- 
prised by a question from Fred. 

“T say, Charlie, do you believe it was all right for 
your sister to stand up with the rest?” 

The brother thus appealed to looked very grave, 
shook his head wisely, and replied : 

“T can’t tell you now, but I will next Sunday.” 

Could Ella have known howsshe was to be watched 
during the week to come—how the tones of her voice, 
the expression of her countenance, no less than her 
words and actions, were all to be noted by a diligent 
observer—she would have prayed even more earnestly 
than she really did for grace to walk worthy of her 
profession. As it was, she felt that temptations many 
and unexpected were constantly besetting her. It was 
vacation time, and the younger children, freed from 
the restraints of the school-room, required constant 
attention. The mother was not well, and needed a 
daughter’s care. The weather was warm, and made 
one feel indisposed to exertion. Nevertheless Ella 
struggled bravely to overcome both her own natural 
indolence and the little annoyances that surrounded 
her, Strength was given according to her day, and 
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Charlie every night silently granted her the verdict, 
“Well done.” 

On Saturday came the greatest trial of all. The 
morning brought with it many duties which, one by 
one, were successfully performed. In the afternoon 
Ella promised herself a little recreation. The oppor- 
tunity, for which she had been waiting, to visit a 
friend and return a borrowed book seemed at length 
to have arrived. She was adjusting the last braid of 
her hair and mentally debating whether to wear one 
hat or another when Charlie entered her room. He 
had been off on a fishing excursion, and had returned 
warm, tired, and hungry. 

“Ella, won’t you please get my dinner ready? 
Mary says she hasn’t time to do it, and I’m just about 
half starved.” 

Two or three weeks before the reply might have 
been: “ Well, you’ll have to wait on yourself, for I 
am going out,” but now Ella turned slowly from the 
mirror, suppressed a rising sigh, put on a calico 
apron, and descended to the kitchen. By the time 
the savory beefsteak and its accompaniments had 
been cooked, and devoured, it was too late for a walk 
that afternoon. But the next morning, going to Sun- 
day-school behind her brother and Fred, Ella heard 
a conveysation not intended for her ears. 

“Well, Fred,” said Charlie, “ it was all right.” 

“What was? Your fishing?” 

“No. It was all right for our Ella to unite with 
the church. She is a great deal better than she used 
to be. Yesterday, when she was nearly ready to go 
out calling, she staid at home to give me my dinner, 
and she never grumbled at all.” 

A few months later, when he himse!f had learned 
to love the better way, Charlie privately told his 
sister that it was through her consistent conduct that 
he had been led to Christ. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 


FREAKS AND STREAKS. 
BY HELEN L. HALE. 


66 HAT a very lovely girl Edith Moore is. I 
don’t know when I’ve been so pleased with 
any one!” 

“Yes, yes.” But the little word was followed by 
a sigh, and, “If she were not so full of freaks and 
streaks.” 

“Well, I don’t know what you mean by that ex- 
pression; but I do know that Edith is one of the 
loveliest girls that I ever met.” And the speaker re- 
turned to her knitting, with a sort of “no-more-to-be- 
said” expression upon her face. 

The little lady upon the sofa, however, did not in- 
tend that the talk about their mutual friend should 
end in this unsatisfactory way. She said again: 

“You must not misunderstand my words, Sarah. 
Certainly, there is no one who knows Edith better 
than I. Is she not my own cousin? We have been 
sworn friends since we were little children, and a 
shadow of disagreement never has marred our friend- 
ship. Edith knows very well that she can trust me 
thoroughly, and I have said to her many times the 
same thing that I have told you about her.” 

“What's the matter now? Our little Cousin Jennie 
is dreadfully exercised upon some subject; I can tell 
by the sound of her voice.” 

“Only yourself, Edie, and your freaks and streaks.” 

Well, I thought as much,” and Edith sat down, 
as she spoke, by her Cousin Jennie, taking the small 
hands into her own, and looking long and lovingly 
into her cousin’s true, tender eyes. 

“My character could not be in safer hands, any- 
way,” she said. “ And now, Jennie, let us talk about 
my ‘freaks and streaks,’ for I am seriously thinking 
of doing better. Put down your book and knitting, 
Sarah. Come over here, and let us have a talk, or 
rather Jennie will preach to us. She sees, and hears, 
and learns so much, living on that sofa from day to 
day. Darling, you snow Iam in earnest. It is the 
truth, and not fun or irony.” 

“Yes, I do not belong to the workers,” replied 
Jennie, a little sadly ; “and perhaps that’s just the 
reason why I seem to see so clearly how things ought 
to be done, and wherein others make mistakes. But 
I try to keep from saying too much, especially to 
my dear Cousin Edith ; for she hates preaching.” 

“Not yours, not yours, Jennie,” said Edith, hastily. 
“T know that, as far as you are able, you practice 
what you preach.” 

“Thank you, Edie; but now tell us your last freak. 
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You have so many, it is hard to keep track of them 
all.” 

“Well, Miss Jennie, did I not tell you about the 
five-cent freak?” 

it No.” 

“Very well,—listen. Some one told mea month or 
so ago about saving five-cent pieces. They said that 
one had no idea how fast they accumulated, and I 
heard about wonderful things that such collections 
had accomplished—buying handsome pairs of ear- 
rings, bracelets, and so-forth. Well, you know I 
don’t care for such things; but I thought I would be- 
gin this summer and save for next winter. There are 
always so many calls upon you for one thing and 
another. Some poor Sunday-school wants to buy a 
melodeon or new library. Then there are the Christ- 
mas-trees, and the coal, and wood for the poor widows 
and their families. So I began te save my five-cent 
pieces. It is wonderful how fast they accumulate. 
It did not take me very long to gather five dollars. 
Then—now don’t look, Jennie, as if you knew all the 
rest of my story—I grew tired and careless. One by 
one my five-cent pieces disappeared, and that freak 
came to an end.”’ 


“Tt was a first-rate idea though,” said Sarah; “I 
have tried the plan myself.” 


“ But with better success, of course, Sarah, than I 
had. All are not addicted to freaks and streaks. 
Then there was my music-freak, my walking-freak, 
my reading-freak, and, oh! there is no end to them. 
But the saddest of all I have not told yet. Yes, 
Jennie, I shall make a clean breast of it; for, as I 
told you before, I am thinking seriously of doing 
better.” Edith pressed Jennie’s hand very tightly as 
she spoke, and met frankly and earnestly with her 
own the anxious eyes, bent so lovingly upon her. 

“Yes, the saddest of all was the Sunday-school 
freak,” she continued. “I went so many Sundays, 
and the children were becoming so interested. Then, 


just because the weather became a little hot, I had : 


to give up the school. Do you think, Jennie, if I 
were to try, that I could get the Hill children to- 
gether once more? I am afraid their parents would 
have very little faith in me; but it would be a good 
beginning, and a good lesson in humility too,” con- 
cluded the ingenious young girl. 

“Tt is worth trying for, at least, Edith, dear,” re- 
plied Jennie. “ Perhaps at first only a few will come 
back; and you may hear some talk about rich folks’s 
whims, and wonderings as to whether you expect 
that you can teach their children just when you feel 
like it! But never mind such talk, Edith. You 
know the ministers always tell us that it is hard to 
get back into the right path when we’ve once wan- 
dered out of it. You must expect to meet with some 
disagreeable things.” 

“Yes, Jennie; I shall make up my mind to en- 
counter them bravely. But don’t you think it would 
be a good plan, if young girls were warned about 
this freak and streak pitfall.” 

“Indeed I do, Edith,” replied Jennie, earnestly. 
“For so many of them fall into it before they are 
aware of the trap. After leaving school they are full 
of plans and projects. Oh! they intend to perform 
such astonishing feats in the way of doing good, 
continuing their studies, teaching the little ones, and 
helping mamma, But their race in that direction is 
soon run.” 

“ And yet, Jennie,” said Sarah, “no one takes the 
trouble to warn them. I don’t think they are so very 
much to blame. If the professors, or ministers, or 
any of the dignitaries who generally address the 
graduates upon commencement day, would put a 
little more every-day-sense into their speeches, I 


think they would be better. But so many of them” 


wander about in the region of generalities, or else 
they keep to the poetry, sentiment, and romance of 
life. The poor girls need to be told more about the 
everyday prose, for a good many have more of the 
latter dish than anything else.’’ 

“Yes, Sarah; but they have-it in their power to 
flavor your ‘everyday prose dish’ with quite a good 
deal of poetry and beauty if they only choose to pick 
up these precious gifts, no matter in how small and 
humble a form they may come to them. I hold that 
such gifts lie in every one’s path. But, however, let 
us go back to the freaks and streaks. I wish all 
young girls could be taught to think we// before they 
took up apy new pian, project, or work. Then, 
having thought it well over, and tried to see all the 
hindrances, disagreeabilities, and disappointments 
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connected with the work or plan, let them either re- 
solve by God’s help to persevere and carry it through 
in spite of every hindrance, or else give up the work 
entirely. But having once begun, especially if it is 
the Master’s work, they should be taught that it must 
go on, unless God lays his hand upon it. And T 
think one can always tell, whether the hindrance 
comes from the Master, themselves, or the evil one.” 

“Still, Jennie, I don’t believe in a daily routine 
altogether. And a routine is a thing which young 
girls are often advised to cultivate.” 

“Tt is very comfortable and nice to have a routine, 
Sarah, if one resolves not to be annoyed by inter- 
ruptions, especially if the interruptions come through 
no fault of yours. Then they cannot come under 
our catalogue of freaks and streaks. For sometimes 
it is necessary to the peace of a whole household 
that the routine should be interfered with. And the 
young girl should strive to put up with such inter- 
ruptions cheerfully. 

“ But, as I said before, an interrupted routine has 
nothing to do with freaks and streaks; or, a8 some 
say, fits and starts. It is only by steady, persistent 
effort that any good work is ever accomplished for 
the Master; any study successfully pursued; or any 
plan or project carried out, There—I have preached 
quite a sermon upon ‘ freaks and streaks,’ I did not 
mean to have said so much ; but I have seen s0 many 
beautiful plans defeated by them—so much good 
work spoiled. They are like the little foxes that 
spoil the vines! 

“ And now, dears, I think I must take a little rest. 
Throw that Affghan over my feet, and leave me for a 
time,” 


Gillette, N. J. 


ORIENTAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 
BY A. 0. VAN LENNEP. 


‘€ TN my Father’s house are many mansions.” “I 
go to prepare a place for you.” (John 14: 2.) 

The palaces of kings and governors of Oriental 
countries are often built on a most magnificent scale, 
and the interior decorations, the surroundings, as well 
as the size of the apartments, are in striking contrast 
with the houses of the common people, which are, for 
the most part, small and with only two or three rooms. 

The Sultan of Turkey has several palaces in dif- 
ferent parts of Constantinople. The far-famed “Se- 
raglio” is known to all who are familiar with the his- 
tory of the Turkish Empire. It consists of many 
buildings surrounded by a wall with gates; in other 
words, a small city of itself. Originally began by the 
Gretk Emperors, it was completed by the Turkish 
Sultans, and was for a long time the winter residence 
of the Moslem monarchs. Instant death was the 
penalty of any who presumed to enter without pre- 
vious permission and introduction. 

The finest of all the palaces of Constantinople is, 
however, the palace of “ Beyler Bey,” the residence 
of the present Sultan. It is of pure white marble, 
surmounted with gilded domes, the whole producing 
a most gorgeous effect in the rays of the sun. It is 
built on the edge of the waters of the Bosphorus, in 
full view of steamers and vessels passing up and down 
the stream; while the great numbers of row-boats 
(caicks) going to the crowded suburbs, lining the 
Bosphorous, are constantly passing close by it. The 
interior is fitted out in truly Oriental splendor. 

When in Constantinople, my residence was in the 
village of Bebeck, and I had to pass the palace every 
day in my caick in going to my place of business. 
This beautiful and vast building often reminded me 
of the words of the Saviour, and gave to them a 
meaning which I never understood before. “In my 
Father’s house are many mansions.” Yes! room 
and an abundance of it for all the children of God; 
and oh! what splendor in heaven! Again, no visi- 
tor or guest is ever admitted in the palace without 
previous permission, and then he must be introduced 
by different attendants according to his rank. Em- 
bassadors from great foreign nations are introduced 
with pomp, but the son of the Sultan never intro- 
duces any but princes and persons of the royal blood, 
But Christ says to all his disciples, “I ge to prepare 
a place for you.” The Son (not a servant) going to 
his own Father’s house, and he will introduce his 
disciples himself to these heavenly mansions. 

What condescension! What love! How precious 
to all believers ! 


Montclair, N. J. 
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LESSON HELPS. 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 


[| Pourth Quarter.| 
41. Oct, 10.—Washing the Disciples’ Fcet,.. 
42. Oct, 17.—Many Mansions, ...... - enalian 14:1-7. 
48, Oct. 24.—The Vine and the Beane hes $,. ++ John 15:1-8. 
44, Oct. 31.—Friends and Foes of Jesus,............... Joka 15: 11-19, 
45. Nov. 7.—The Work of the Spirit,......... »JOhn 16:7-14, 
46. Nov. 14—Jesus Interceding,..........ccccccescederreed Jobn 17: 15-21, 


+» John 13; 1-9, 


47, Nov. 21.—Jeaus the K1ng,......cccccececssseescsssevereee DOWN 18: 33-88, 
48. Nov, 28.—Jesus on the Cross,............ccccceeseseeees John 19 ; 25-80. 
49. Dec, 5.—Jesus ANd MAry,....c.... cceeseserccssceesessees John 20: 11-18, 
50. Dec, 12,—Jesus and Thomas, ...........00:cesseessseeed John 20: 24-31, 
61. Dec. 19.—Jesus and Peter,........ cccccccesseeeesecees John 21; 15-22. 


52. Dec. 26.—The Ministry of Jesus. Review,........... John 20:31, 


LESSON 43, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1875. 


TITLE: Tue Vine anv tue Brancnes. 
GOLDEN TEXT: By THerr Fruits YE SHALL KNOW 
THEM.— Matthew 7: 20. 


HOME READINGS. 
Monday, October 18: Matthew 15: 1-13. 
Tuesday, October 19: 1 Peter 1: 15-24, 
Wednesday, October 20: Colossians 1 : 23-29, 
Thursday, October 21: Hosea 14: 1-8. 
Friday, October 22: Phil, 1: 1-11, 
Saturday, October 23: Acts 4: 1-12. 
Sunday, October 24: Matthew 3:10 17. 


LESSON TEXT. 
[John 15: 1-8.| 

1. Iam the true vine, and my Father is the husband- 
man, 

2, Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh 
away : and every branch that beareth fruit he purgeth it, 
that it may bring forth more fruit. 

3. Now ye are clean through the word which I have 
spoken unto you, 

4. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more 
can ye, except ye abide in me. 

5. Iam the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without me ye can do nothing. 

6. If aman abide notin me, he is cast forth asa branch, 
and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them 
into the fire, and they are burned. 

7. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye 
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 

8. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit ; so shall ye be my disciples. 


» EXPOSITION. 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 

N preparing the lesson compare the following pas- 

sages: Psalms 80: 8-19; Isaiah 5: 1-7; and 
Jeremiah 2: 21. 

Let the scholars recite the Golden Text, and verses 
4 and 5 of the lesson. To advanced classes, explain 
the nature and use of a parable; and also show that, 
in interpreting a parable, reference must chiefly be 
made to the general lesson it is designed to illustrate. 
All its parts are not of equal importance, some minor 
details being added to fill up and adorn the narra- 
tive. Vineyards abounded in Palestine, and the 
vine was very luxuriant and productive; hence, the 
frequent allusions made to them in the teachings of 
Jesus (Matt. 20:1; 21: 28, 33; Luke 13: 6). 

THE CONNECTION, 

Our Lord having comforted the hearts of his dis- 
consolate disciples by the address contained in John 
14, and a part of which formed the subject of our 
last lesson, knowing all that lay before him on that 
dreadful night, and eager for its accomplishment, 
said, “ Arise, let us go hence.” These words were 
the signal for breaking up the feast and converse at 
the time. The disciples doubtless arose from their 
couches and began to make the necessary arrange- 
ments usual on such occasions, before leaving the 
room. While thus engaged, they lingered a little 
while together, during which the Saviour addressed 
to them the precious instructions contained in chap- 
ters 15, 16, closing with the remarkable prayer re- 
corded in the 17th. It seems more probable that 
these words were spoken in the quiet of the upper 
room, than in the streets or suburbs of the city, 
crowded at that time with a multitude of strangers, 
Moreover, we are told, when Jesus had spoken these 
words he went forth with his disciples over the brook 
Kedron (18: 1). 
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THE LESSON, 


In it is a parable which is designed to show: (1.) 
That a living union with Christ is essential to true 
discipleship ; (2.) That it is evidenced by a holy life; 
(3.) That it is enforced by powerful motives. 


I. A LIVING UNION WITH CHRIST IS ESSENTIAL TO 
TRUE DISCIPLESHIP, 

The Scriptures speak of all men as sustaining some 
relation to Christ. Each soul is either in the state 
of nature, out of Christ; or in the state of grace, in 
Christ; or in the state of glory, with Christ. All true 
believers are said to be in Christ, united to him in 
the closest relations, as the members of the body are 
with the head; as each stone in the building is with 
the foundation; and as the branches are with the 
vine, 

1. The true vine. In the Old Testament the Jew- 
ish church is frequently spoken of as a vineyard and 
a vine, a noble vine, which the Lord had planted, but 
which had become a degenerate plant. In contrast 
with this, Jesus claims to be the true vine, and that 
he and his living, fruit-bearing branches would fully 
realize that of which Israel after the flesh was only 
the type orshadow. “The church of Christ, with him 
at its head, fully realizes, in vitality, in expansion, 
and in fruitfulness, all that the Jewish church, as the 
vine of God’s planting, figuratively represented ” 
(Brown). 

2. The branches. These are of two kinds, those which 
bear fruit, and others which are fruitless; and these 
together represent the acknowledged members of 
Christ’s church. 

(a) The fruitless. As on a vine there are branches 
which appear united to the stem; which put forth 
leaves, and may even be covered with blossoms, yet 
yielded no fruit,—so, in the professed church of 
Christ, there are those who are baptized and regarded 
by others as Christians, and speak of themselves as 
such; there are those who attend the ordinances of 
the church, and do and say many things which have 
an appearance of piety, yet, not being united to 
Christ, by a true faith, they have no grace in their 
hearts, and do not bring forth the fruits of a holy 
life. They have “‘a name to live,’ but are really 
dead. They say Lord, Lord, but do not the things 
which he commands, They bring forth leaves only. 

(.) The fruit bearing. As there are branches on 
the vine which are nourished by the sap flowing 
through the stem, and which bear rich clusters of ripe 
grapes, so all true believers are united to Christ by 
a living faith, and draw all their spiritual life from 
him. All that they are, or are enabled to do, comes 
from him, As the sap from the stem sustains leaves 
and buds and blossoms and fruit on the branches, so 
the grace which comes from the Lord Jesus Christ is 
the life of the believer’s soul, and the source and sus- 
taining power of every good desire, every holy thought, 
and every righteous act. -All spiritual strength, and 
beauty, and fertility come from him, The happiness 
of our hearts and the usefulness of our lives alike 
flow from him. 

8. The culture This has reference to both kinds of 
branches. 

(a.) As the vine dresser removes all unfruitful, un- 
sightly, and useless branches, so all who say they 
love Christ, but do not keep his commandments, who 
are nominally connected with the church but do not 
live holy lives, shall be cut off, and separated forever 
from Christ and excluded from his kingdom. Some- 
times in this life false professors, like a withered 
branch, fall off and wither, by falling into vice or 
error, as did Judas; or they may be disowned by the 
people of God. But should an apparent connection 
be maintained even till the close of life, at last 
Jesus will say to them, “Depart from me; I never 
knew you” (Matt. 25:41). What a fearful doom 
awaits all fruitless branches! 

(o.) As the husbandman carefully removes from the 
fruit-bearing branches of the vine all surplus growth 
or leaves, or whatever else would tend to hinder the 
abundance and excellence of the fruit, so God 
chastens and disciplines his people by the events of 
his providence, by afflictions, bereavements, losses, 
and disappointments, in order that their Christian 
graces may more and more abound (Rom, 5 : 3-5; 2 
Cor. 4:17; Heb, 12: 6-11). His Word and provi- 
dence are the pruning knife with which God lops off 
indolence, self-indulgence, and worldliness, which 
lessen the quantity or injure the quality of the fruit. 
Some of God’s noblest and most honored servants 
have been sorely tried, and, like their Master, made 
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perfect through suffering (Heb. 2:10). In this sense 
the disciples are said to be clean or purged, 


If, A LIVING UNION WITH CHRIST IS EVIDESCED BY 
A HOLY CHRISTLIKE LIFE, 


“By their fruits ye shall know them.” “Do men 
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?” Every 
tree is known by its fruit. However luxuriant the 
foliage or fair the blossoms, if no fruit is found, the 
branch must be cut off. No matter what professions 
may be made, or what show of piety may be presented, 
unless some of the fruits of the Spirit appear in his 
life, a man cannot be a real Christian, (For the fruits 
of the Spirit, see Gal. 5 : 22, 23 ) 

Fruit-bearing branches may be much less fruitful 
than they ought to be, but where no fruit at all is 
found life is wanting. Where no fruit of the Spirit 
is manifested in the life, then there is no vital re- 
ligion in the heart. Spiritual life is never dormant 
in the soul. It is an active, efficient, controlling 
principle. The faith which unites the soul to Christ 
prompts to obedience and service. It quickens all 
the powers of the soul, and calls them into vigorous 
action, in works of holiness, benevolence, and love, 
When the Spirit of Christ dwells in the heart, the 
life becomes fruitful in every good word and work. 
In constant and living communion with Cltrist we 
become like him; and his Word dwelling in us puri- 
fiss our heart and life, so that we walk with him and 
work for him. 

(a.) Let us lovingly and constantly study the 
Word of God, as a means of growth and fruitfulness 
(Col. 3: 16,17; 1 Peter 1: 22-25). 

(0.) Let us seek to add to our faith all the active 
Christian graces, so that we may be neither barren 
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; so that others may take knowledge of us that 
we have been with Jesus (2 Peter 1: 5-8). 


Iil. A LIVING UNION WITH CHRIST IS ENFORCED BY 
POWERFUL MOTIVES, 


“ Abide in me,” is the Saviour’s earnest, oft-re- 
peated injunction. That is, live in constant and 
intimate communion with me. “Think as I think; 
feel as I feel ; will as I will; choose as I choose ; and 
let my views of all objects and all events be yours be- 
cause they are mine; prosecute my ends, use my 
means, rely entirely on me. Let my wisdom be your 
wisdom, my righteousness your righteousness, my 
strength your strength.” And if we so abide in Christ, 
we will seek that by his Word and Spirit he abide 
in us, and this we will do by yielding to his Spirit and 
by obeying his Word. Our privilege is to be closely 
united to Christ. Our duty is to cultivate intimate 
communion with him ; and this duty is pressed upon 
us by various considerations. 

1. By solemn warning. (a.) Unless united to Christ, 
our lives will be utterly unfruitful. Asa branch sev- 
ered from the vine cannot bring forth any fruit, so 
neither can we do any good work unless we are in 
Christ. Faith in Christ is indispensable to our doing 
any thing pleasing or acceptable to God. If we live 
without Christ, our lives will prove an utter failure. 

(6.) Unless united to Christ our end is ruin; se- 
vered branches wither and are burned. What a fear- 
fal end awaits the Christless! To be without Christ 
is to be without hope. A Christless life is unholy, 
unhappy, and unfruitful, and its end is woe. 

2. By earnest encouragement, Three things are 
promised as the result of living near to Christ, and 
they are strong inducements to seek close communion 
with him. 

(a.) Power in prayer. A man whose heart is in 
unison with the heart of Christ, who rests upon him 
as his chosen companion and best friend, and who 
makes the words of Jesus the guide of his life and the 
rule of his conduct, has access to God in prayer, and 
God will hear him. If we delight ourselves in the 
Lord, as we will do if we abide in Christ, then will he 
give us the desires of our hearts (Psalms 37 : 4-6). If 
we desire answers to our prayers, we must live near to 
Christ, and render him an implicit obedience. Many 
get no answers to prayer because they do not keep his 
Word. 

(d.) Great fruitfulness to the glory of God. By main- 
taining a life of fellowship with Christ, we shall be- 
come both more holy and more useful; and others 
seeing our good works will glorify our Father which 
isin heaven. Saints who have been eminent for at- 
tainment, or remarkable for their influence and use- 
fulness, have ever lived near Christ. And no hymn 
glorifies God like a holy and useful life. If we desire 
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to be or to do good let us cling to Christ and draw all 
our strength from him. 

(c.) Assurance of our discipleship. By communion with 
Christ, by answers to prayer, by abounding fruitfulness 
to the glory of God, we may be assured of our personal 
interest in Christ, and the certainty of our final sal- 
vation. When we abide in Christ his Spirit will wit- 
ness with our spirits that we are his, and we shall be 
abler to assure our hearts before him. 

There are two kinds of branches referred to, the 
Sruitless and the fruitful. Which arewe? If fruitless, 
remember the end of the fruitless branch is the same 
as if it were a bramble ora briar. If fruitful, let us 
cleave more and more to Christ that we may bring 
forth more fruit, have power in prayer, glorify God, 
and be filled with joy. 

New York City. 


PRIMARY NORMAL HINTS. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 
HE following are only a few of the many Scrip- 

-& ture references and proofs which teachers will 
find of interest and profit: 

Parable of the vineyard: Isaiah 5: 1-7. 

Grapes of Eschol: Numbers 13: 23, 24. 

God’s husbandry : 1 Cor. 3: 9. 

God’s planting: Matt. 15: 13. 

Life hid with Christ: Col. 3: 3. 

One in Christ: John 17: 21-26. 

Cluster of fruit: Gal. 5: 22, 23. 

In trying to teach how little children can abide in 
Jesus, let us follow his example, as he doubtless 
taught his disciples by an object lesson. Commen- 
tators may differ about it: whether this passage was 
given around the table in the upper room or on the 
way to the garden, and some have called it fanciful 
to connect any object with the figure used. 

Children can most readily receive spiritual truth 
through familiar and natural objects, and we know 
such lessons were often given by Jesus himself. Carry 
to the class a piece of grapevine, a branch and frag- 
ment of the larger stem; also a cluster of grapes. 
Most teachers can procure these. If not the piece of 
vine, get the best picture possible, or have it in colors 
on the board. Ask what grows on such vines. See 
if they remember anything of the grapes from Ca- 
naan. Explain vineyards; they were numerous in 
Palestine. In some places every sunny hill was 
planted with vines. A man was kept to tend the 
vineyard called a husbandman. There was a lodge, 
or tower, built for him to live in, where’ he could 
watch and overlook the whole. He planted the 
vine, watched how it grew, handled it gently as he 
wound the young shoots around the trellis. When it 
blossomed he rejoiced in the sweet odor; he took 
care lest something should destroy or injure it. He 
watched the little bunches first appear, and cut off 
the extra leaves which shaded the fruit too much. 
Sometimes he found long, heavy shoots, with great 
shining leaves and juicy, curling tendrils, but with 
no appearance of fruit on them. He got his sharp 
pruning knife; they were of no use, so he cut them 
off. They lay on the ground and withered ; then they 
were gathered in heaps, carried off, burned. 

All through the summer the clusters were growing, 
each grape round and firm; the sun shone on them, 
the color deepened, the grapes grew richer and riper 
every day. Children and friends came, and with 
songs and laughter gathered the abundant harvest. 
That was a time of great joy and gladness. Some of 
the grapes were kept as food; many were crushed in 
the wine-press and wine made from the juice. 

Was it only for himself the husbandman rejoiced 
ia the harvest? Some fruit was always left for the 
poor and the stranger; they were welcome to come 
to the vineyards or fields. Reoall Ruth. The corn 
and grain had all ripened before this, and the ga- 
thering from the vineyard was the last of their har- 
vest. Question on Feast of Tabernacles. All the 
Jews knew all about the vine andits care. Question 
upon the scene, when, where, and how Jesus taught 
the lesson of humility. What did they drink at the 
last supper with Jesus? What was his first miracle 
at the wedding? At the first joyful feast, and after 
the last sad supper, he taught a lesson by the fruit of 
the vine. What is done to the grapes to make wine? 
The wine at the last supper was an emblem or pic- 
ture of his own blood so soon to be shed, when his 
body was pierced with the nails and the thorns, 

They went out. Perhajs on the way to the ga:den 
they waiked in si ht of spreading vines, when he 
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spoke the words of our lesson, Read verses 1 and 2. 
What had Jesus called himself before? Now he 
shows himself as closer and dearer to his disciples 
than ever. He had said he was the light, to shine on 
them ; the water, to satisfy soul-thirst ; the bread, to 
feed theic souls; the good shepherd, to lead and keep 
them. Now he says (verse 5), “I am the vine, ye 
are the branches.” Show the portion of vine you 
have brought; tell of the sap, of the life, running 
through root and stem; of the branches, veined 
leaves, fruit, even to the very end of tiniest tendrils. 
So Jesus taught how his love can fill the heart and 
life of those who love him, and how he will dwell in 
them. : 

Call for the words which the children have brought 
(as requested), to describe heaven. Read them, with 
some brief word of comment upon each. Ask, Do 
you desire to enjoy all these? If so, heaven must 
begin in the heart here. Jesus tells us how, in his 
talk about the vine. Here are three little words he 
has said, which if we understand and obey he will 
dwell in our hearts, and we shall dwell with him for- 
ever. Write on the board, ABIDE IN Hr. To abide, 
means to stay, to rest, to dwell, to continue. 


If the branches are cut off can they grow any more? 
So he told the disciples they must keep as close to 
him as the branches are close to the vine, the same 
life flowing through the stem and all its parts. Read 
verses and 5. What is done to the branches which 
give no sign of fruit? What becomes of them? So 
will it be with those who will not take Christ into 
their hearts. How can we abide in him? Believe 
him ; listen to his words; obey and love him. Can 
children do all that? Do you remember a child who 
lived in the temple? What does Jesus say of little 
children? What is the result if we abide in him? 
Read verse 7. Write on board —Ask. 

The child who loves its mother, who always obeys, 
is not afraid of her displeasure ; how lovingly it can 
climb into her arms and tell her everything it wants, 
So those who abide in Jesus, who obey his words, are 
not afraid to ask. Will their prayers be auswered ? 
Jesus says, “ It shall be done.” 

Who rested his head on Jesus’ breast at the last 
supper? He was the one who wrote down the words 
which he listened to that night. Years after he 
wrote again ; he was so old he called all the disciples 
little children. He remembered Jesus’ words, and 
gave another reason for abiding in him. Read 1 
John 2:28. Jesusshallappear. Those who abide in 
him shall not be ashamed. 


Can the branches bear fruit if they are broken or 
cut from the vine? So Jesus told them. Read verse 
5. Those who abide in him bring forth much fruit. 
What kind of fruit does it mean? Have Golden 
Text repeated. 

In the only sermon we have that Jesus preached, 
he talked about different kinds of people, and asked, 
Do men gather grapes of thorns, and figs of 
thistles? What kind of tree bears apples? What 
kind bears figs? What kind of heart shows anger, 
kindness, love? So by the actions we can tell the 
kind of heart. Solomon says, “ Even a child is known 
by his doings.”’ Paul has given us a cluster of fruit 
that will grow inthe lives of those who abide in Christ. 

Make a cluster of nine on the board, putting on 
each an initial letter explaining each word (as in 
Gal. 5:22, 23); connect each with a stem to the 
branch ; or, show by the fruit you have brought how 
all grew on the parent stem, the same life flowing 
into each one, making perfect fruit, each bearing 
seed which in time may re-produce. 

Ts the husbandman of the vineyard glad at harvest 
time? Who does Jesus say is the husbandman? 
Read verse 8. God is rejoiced and honored when 
those who abide in his. Son are full of good works, 
loving, believing, and every day helping others to 
abide in him also. That is what Jesus means by 
bearing much fruit. He says, “So shall ye be my 
disciples.” 

There have been artists in the world so great it 
was an honor to be their scholars. One who made 
pictures of stones and glass, called Mosaic, had a 
devoted servant. He watched him, tried to do as he 
did; picked up bits of glass his master threw away ; 
saved them from the sweepings of every day, and at 
last made a wonderful picture, which was put in a 
church as a memorial of the gifted master. Was he 
not honored by his servant? We, in our lives, are 
every hour making pictures to last forever. 

Abide in him; copy him in word and action ; live 
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a life of prayer—then you will not fear his coming, 
and the Father will be glorified. 
Review the blessedness of those who abide in him, 


They shall g SK. 
They chall be |] NSWERED. 
He will [§ PPEAR. 
They will not be, LSHAMED. 


E HIS DISCIPLES. 

EAR MUCH FRUIT. 
FATHER E GLORIFIED. 
Louisville, Ky. 


+ ECLECTIC COMMENTARY, 


I am the true vine.—He means here in the expres- 

- sion, “I am the vine,” himself, in the complex 

sense together with his church, intimating the close 

union that subsists between him and his church, the 
stock and the branches.— Dean Stanhope. 





All the nourishment of each branch and tendril 
passes through the main stalk, or the vine that springs 
from the earth. So Jesus is the source of all real 
strength and grace to his disciples.— Burkitt, 


Some have supposed that this discourse was de- 
livered in the room where the Lord’s Supper was in- 
stituted, and that as they had made use of wine, 
Jesus took occasion from that to say he was the vine, 
and to intimate that his blood was the real wine to 

ive strength to the soul. Others suppose it was de- 
ivered in the temple, the entrance of which waa 
adorned with a golden vine.—Barnes, 


2. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit.—A graft 
may be mechanically attached to a tree and yet take 
no vital hold upon it and have no vital connection 
with it. In that case receiving none of the juices of 
the tree—no vegetable sap from the stem—it can bear 
no fruit. Such merely mechanical attachments to 
the True Vine is that of one who believes in the truths 
of Christianity and are in visible membership with 
the Church of Christ, but having no living faith in 
Jesus nor desire for his salvation, open not their souls 
to the spiritual life of which he is the source, take no 
vital hold on him and have no living union to him. 
All such are incapable of fruit-bearing.—D. Brown. 


Something must show itself; faithfulness must be 
evidenced ; otherwise if there be no result at all, a 
heavy judgment of God ensues. — Grosser. 


8. Clean.—This is taken from the verb translated 
“purge” in the second verse. Eustachius remarks 
on that signifying to purge, that it was a divine and 
holy saying among the ancients.—Ofritical Eng. Test. 


Through the word —The word of Christ is the in- 
strumental cause of a believer’s cleansing.—Burkitt, 


There is a cleansing virtue in that word, as it 
works grace and works out corruption ; it cleanses, 
as fire cleanses the gold from its dross, and as physic 
cleanses the body from its disease.—M/. Henry. 


4. Abide in me—The union of the divine and hu- 
man nature in the person of Christ, and the fullness 
of the Spirit in him resemble the root of the vine de- 
riving fertilizing juices from a rich soil; and his 
mediatorial work like the stem conveys these to all be- 
lievers to render them fruitful.—Scoé¢. 


Oh, the dignity, oh, the glory, of being a branch of 
the living Vine !— Zeisive, 
from Christ into believers 
stem penetrates into the 


Spiritual strength flows 
as really as sap from the 
branches.— Heubner. 


5. Without me ye can do 
Ye can do little. —Hilury. 


What we have from God, we cannot keep from 
God.— Bernard. 


The Son contributes no less than the Father to the 
help of the disciples.— Chrysostem, 


“ What think you of our need of the Lord Jesus?” 
said Gotthold. “For my part my soul is like a 
hungry and thirsty child, and I need his love and 
consolation for refreshment ; I am a wandering and 
lost sheep and I need him as a good and faithful 
shepherd ; my soul is like a frightened dove pursued 
by the hawk, and I need his wounds for a refuge; I 
am a feeble vine and need his cross to lay hold of 
and wind myself about it.”— Bible Museum. 


nothing.—He does not say, 


6. If a man abide not in me.—This verse points out 
the steps of the fail. Observe this is not said of the 
unfruitful branch which the Father takes away; but 
of one who will not abide in Christ, becomes separate 
from him ; he is cast out (of the vineyard or of the 
vine) like a branch in such a case; he is dried up, 
having lost the life-giving sap (quenched the Spirit. 1 
Thess. 5: 19); he is gathered up with other such by 
the angels at the great day ; is cast into the fire as 
the result of that judgment; and finally ‘“ burnest ;” 
not “is burned” in any sense of being consumed ; 
“and must burn,’ as Luther renders it.—A/ord, 


8. Herein is my Futher glorified.—We learn from 
these words, that they who profess themselves the 
disciples of Christ ought to bear much fruit, by lead- 
ing holy and obedient lives ; that herein God is glo- 
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rified ;—and that they, and they only, who thus bear 
much fruit, so as to glorify God, are truly his dis- 
ciples. Which shows how deeply it concerns us all 
to practise, as well as to profess, that holy religion, 
which he, our Lord and Master, has taught us.—Bp. 
Beveridge, 


We must be fruitful. From a vine we look for 

apes (Isa. 5: 2), and from a Christian we look for 
Shristianity : that is the fruit—a Christian temper 
and disposition, a Christian life and conversation, 
Christian devotions and Christian designs. We must 
honor God, and do good, and exemplify the purity 
and power of the religion we profess; and this is 
bearing fruit.— Henry. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 
SELECTED BY THE REV. W. F. CRAF/S. 


HE HEART VINEYARD —Draw on the black- 
board a heart, surrounded by ahedge. Inside of 
the heart, a vine, etc. Ask what the vineyard is; whata 
vineyard is we each are to cultivate for God. Answer 
being given, write Vin. of Ht. Draw out of scholars 
what the Vine in our heart is; then what the fruits 
are. Ask what a hedge is. Used to keep out wild 
beasts; God surrounds our heart with hedge of Bible 
truth to preserve the Neg my from the devil, who 
goes about like a roaring lion, seeking, etc. Show 
that we must open the hedge ourselves before he can 
get in. Then wipe off lower end of heart to illustrate 
our giving admittance to the Adversary. Let the 
blackboard eraser represent the devil, who enters 
through the opening, erases the vine and fruits, and 
fills the heart with SIN, which write in large letters. 
Ask which the scholars wish to have in their hearts, 
the Vine or the devil? Isa.5:4—T7he Rev. J. M. 
Durell, in “ Through the Eye to the Heart,” 


—A missionary of The American Sunday-school 
Union, in Kansas, writes: ‘Tne rabbits destroy many 
thousands of young fruit trees here, by gnawing the 
tender bark under which the sap flows. They never 
try their teeth on the rough and tough bark of old 
forest trees. Thus, little sins, seemingly innocent as 
rabbits, assail the impressible character of the young, 
and destroy the life of the soul by — thought 
and love from flowing upward to God.” 


— Danger to the vines.—While I was walking in the 
garden one bright morning, a breeze came tnrough 
and set all the flowers and leaves a fluttering. Now, 
that is the way flowers talk, so I pricked up my ears 
and listened. 

Presently an elder-tree said: ‘“ Flowers, shake off 
your caterpillars,” 

“Why?” said @ dozen altogether, for they were 
like some children who always say ‘“ why,” when they 
are told to do anything. Bad children those, 

The elder said: “If you don’t they’ll gobble you 
up.’ 
So the flowers set themselves a shaking till the 
caterpillars were shaken off. 

In one of the middle beds there was a beautiful 
rose, who shook off all but one, and she said to her- 
self, “Oh! that’s a beauty, I'll keep that one.” The 
elder overheard her, and called out, “One caterpillar 
is enough to spoil you.” 

“ But,” said the rose, “ look at his browa and crim- 
son fur, and his beautiful black eyes, and scores of 
little feet. I want to keep him. Surely one won’t 
hurt me.” 

A few mornings after, I passed the rose again. 
There was not a whole leaf on her; her beauty was 
gone, she was all but killed, and had only life enough 
to weep over her folly, while the tears stood like dew- 
drops on her tattered leaves. “ Alas! I didn’t think 
one caterpillar would ruin me.” 

One sin indulged has ruined many.— Christian 
Weebly. . 


—Leaves without fruit—A moral man surrounded 
by a moral state of the public mind is like a grape- 
vine taken up and laid on a trellis, running up ten 
feet, and being proud because it covers the trellis 
with great broad leaves. You cannot see anything 
except the leaves; but the vine plumes itself on 
being so thrifty, and says, “ Am I not laid in well? 
Don’t you see what the gardener hasdone? He has 
taken the stems near the ground, and carried the one 
on the right up there, the one on the left up there, 
and the central one up here; they are all close 

runed ; and they cover the trellis perfectly. They 

ave just as much wood as they ought to have, and 
no more. Now, really, am I not well laid in?” I 
say, “ Yes, you are laid in beautifully.” 

About June I go and survey that vine again, and, 
vainly searching the air for the delicate fragrance, 
say, “Where are your blossoms?” “Well, I don’t 
know about blossoms, I have heard a great deal 
about blossoms, but I believe in tough, hardy leaves. 
See my leaves. See how well I am laid in. See how 
orderly and regular I am.” 

By and by I go again, and look, and say, “ Where 
are your clusters?” ‘Clusters? I have heard about 
clusters; there are some fancy vines that think a 
a= deal of clusters; but look at me. See how 

ealthy and regular 1am. See how well I am laid 
in.” It is empty of blossoms and empty of fruit; 
but it is'very proud to think that it is well laid in, 
and that it has such great healthy leaves. What is 
such a vine good for? 

Now, men think in regard to morality just in the 
same way. They think, “I am a ro | usband ; I 
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am a kind father; Iam an honest man; I pay my 
debts ; I am a good neighbor; I am laid in all right.” 
Yes, in your lower nature you are. I do not despise 
grape-stalks when I find fault with the vine because 
it has no clusters. I do not despise the leaves that 
are on the vine. It is what is not there that I find 
fault with the vine for.— Beecher. 
New Bedford, Mass. 
THE BLACKBOARD. 


BY THE REY. J. B. ATCHINSON. 


GOLDEN TEXT. 


“BY THEIR 


LOVE, FAITH, 
JOY, CHA EW ITY, PEACE, 
LONG 8U FFERING, 
BROTHERLY KINDNESS, 
VIRTUE, "TEMPERANCE, 
GENTLENES 8, GOODNESS 


YE SHALL KNOW THEM.” 


SUGGESTIVE OUTLINES. 
OURCE OF PURITY. 
OURCE OF FRUITFULNESS. 
EPARATION AND SORROW. 
ECRET OF PREVAILING PRAYER. 
O SHALL YE BE MY DISCIPLES. 


LESSON THOUGHTS. 


THE HUSBANDMAN 


LANTS VINE. 
Ping H BRANGHES. 
LUCKS FRUIT. 


THE TRUE VINE 
UPPORTS 


enenoraens THe BRAN 


ENDS LIFE INTO 
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THE BRANCHES 


7 \ ‘ F-AITH. 
R-IGHTEOUSNESS. 
U-NITY. . 
I-NCREASE. 
. J -ESTIMONY. 


THE FRUIT IS 
ATHERE 
ARN ERE 
LORIF ITE 





SOURCE OF FAITHFULNESS. 


(|BIDET\) ME, 
ND I LYOU.” 





[Vol. XVIL., No. 41. 
SOURCE -OF PURITY. oe 
YE ARE CLEAN THROUGH 
TT i * W-ashing of RE-GENERATION.” 
a ~ O-BEDIENCE OF FAITH.” 


“ R-IGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST.” 
LEU © p-gata of as sox” 











SECRET OF PREVAILING PRAYER. 
. IF YE 
BIDE IN ME, 
ND MY WORDS 
BIDE IN YOU, YE SHALL 
SK WHAT YE WILL, 
ND If SHALL BE 


DONE UNTO YOU.” 


REFLECTIONS. 


WITHOUT CHRIST THE BRANCHES ARE 


HELP 
FRUIT 
WORTH 


ONDEMNED! 
UT OFF! 

AST FORTH! 
ONSUMED! 


iT it h Hl ARE 
lll LESS ralle BS WILL J ERISH. 
Detroit, Mich. 


BIBLE-READING. 
REVIEW, ON THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT. 
BY THE REV. W. F. CRAFTS. 

N the public review of the lesson, let the school 
generally be asked to turn to Galatians 5: 22, 
where the description of the fruit of the Spirit is found. 
Each of the graces of the Spirit is to be given by the 
whole school when called for. “ What is the first 
fruit of the Spirit?” ‘“ What is the second fruit of 
the Spirit?” etc. Each virtue should be explained 
and illustrated ; and the Bible-readings also might in 
some cases be briefly commented upon. On small 
slips of paper each of the references should be writ- 

ten, and distributed before the review. 

Leader.— What is the first virtue mentioned in the 
cluster of the fruit of the Spirit? 

School,— Love.” 

Leader.—Number one. 1 Cor. 13:1,13. (Person 
having the slip thus marked rises and reads the pas- 
sage distinctly. ) 

Leader—Number two. John 14: 21. (Response.) 

Leader,—W hat is the second virtue in the cluster ? 

School_—* Joy.” 

Leader.—Number three. John 14:1; 15: 11. (Re- 
sponse, ) 

Leader.—What is the third virtue of the cluster? 

School._—“ Peace.” 

Leader.—Number four. John 14: 27. (Resp onse.) 

In the same manner develop the remaining vir- 
tues. 

4. “ Long-suffsring.”—Number five. Isaiah 53: 7 ; 
1 Peter 2: 23. 

5. “ Gentleness.”—Number six. Matt. 18: 2 8, 
Number seven. Eph. 4: 32. 

6. “ Goodness,”—Number eight. Deut. 6: 17, 
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7. “ Faith.’—Number nine. 
ten. John 3: 36. 

8. “ Meekness.”—Number eleven. Matt. 11: 29. 

9, “Temperance.”—Number twelve, Prov. 23: 29. 
Number thirteen. Prov. 23 : 30, 31. 

All read in concert the summary of virtues, the 
cluster as given by Peter, in 2 Peter 1: 5-9: “ Add 
to your faith, virtue,” etc. 

This exercise may be made more effective by draw- 
ing a large vine on the blackboard and writing each 
virtue on some part of it, as it is given in order, until 
at the close we have a vine with each of the nine 
fruits on the branches. Notice also in developing 
this subject that we have used the word “ fruit,” 
which Paul uses rather than the plural “ fruits,” 
which is oftener used to-day. All these virtues are 
but different grapes and clusters of the same fruit, 
not a variety of fruits. In all the variety of the vir- 
tues there is a unity, for they are all the growth of 
the Spirit within us. 

New Bedford, Mass. 


Heb. 11:6. Number 


BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 
BY H. A. UNDERWOOD. 
INTRODUCTION. 


OD brought a vine out of Egypt (Psalm 80: 8). 

Notwithstanding all his care (Psalms 80 : 9-11), 

it became a degenerate plant (Jeremiah 2: 21). God 
then raised up the true vine, Jesus Christ. 

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of 
Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots : 

And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the = of knowledge and of the fear of the 
Lord (Isaiah 11 : 1, 

We must be wun into this True Vine (Romans 
11: 17) before we can bear fruit unto holiness (Ro- 
mans 8 ;: 2, 8). 

And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath 
given us an understanding, that we may know him that 
is true; and we are in him that is true, even in his Son 
Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life (1 
John 5: 20). 

I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made per- 
fect in me (John 17 : 23). 

THE LESSON. 

1. I am the true vine, and my Father is the hus- 
bandman. 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise 
unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign 
and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in 
the earth. 

In his days Judah shall be saved. and Israel shall dwell 
safely : and this is his name whereby he shall be called, 
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS (Jeremiah 23 : 5, 6). 

Ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building (1 Cor. 
3:9). 

Now will I sing to my well beloved a song of my be- 
loved touching his vineyard. My well etoe hath a 
vineyard in a very fruitful hill : 

And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones eeals 
and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower 
in the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein: 
and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it 
brought forth wild grapes (Isaiah 5: 1, 2 

In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine. 

I the Lord do keep it; I will water it every moment: 
lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and. day (Isaiah 27: 
2, 3). 


2. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he 


taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he 
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 

Every plant which my heavenly Father hath not 
planted shall be rooted up (Matt. 15 : 2). 

Israel is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto 
himself (Hosea 10: 1). 

As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: 
therefore, and repent (Rev. 3: 19). 

And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge 
away thy dross, and take away all thy tin: (Isaiah 1 : 25). 

And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver : and 
he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them 
as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an 
offering in righteousness (Mal. 3 : 3). 

For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth (Heb. 12 : 6). 

Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous: nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are ex- 
ercised thereby (Heb. 12: 11). 

8. Now ye are clean through the word which I 
have spoken unto you. 

That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing 
of water by the word (Eph. 5 : 26). 

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth 
(John 17 : 17), 

Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the 
truth through the Spirit (1 Peter 1 : 22), 


be zealous 
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ABIDING IN CHRIST. 


Words by the Rev. J. B. Atcuryson. 





5. MARSHALL. 


Musie by W. 8 








| 1. _ abide in me, And I inChrista - bide, 









Then I shall bear abundant = And God be glori-fied : 
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I know that when I pray = Him He’ll not reject my plea. 
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I must abide in Christ 
And hein me must dwell ; 
Without the aid which he affords 
I can do nothing well. 
In thee, O Christ, I live, 
On thee alone depend ; 
Direct my feet into the way 
And all my steps attend. 
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TIT. 
Oh, make my heart thy home, 
Set up thy throne in me; 
May all my words and actions prove 
That I abide in thee. 
Purge me from every stain 
That I rich fruit may bear, 
And all the glory shall be thine 
And I a crown shall wear. 


| Entered, according to Act of Congress, by Joan WaN4aMAKBR in the Office of the Librarian of Congress at Washington. | 





The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all 
sin (1 John 1:7). 

And such were some of you : but yeare washed, but ye 
are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God (1 Cor. 6: 11). 


4. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no 
more can ye, except ye abide in me. 

He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so 
to walk, even as he walked (1 John 2: 6). 

If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my 
love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, 
and abide in his love (John 15: 10). 

Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever 
sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him (1 John 
3:6). 

Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with 
idols? I have heard him, and observed him: I am like 
a green fir tree. From me is thy fruit found (Hosea 14: 8). 

I am crucified with Christ : nevertheless I live ; yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me (Gal. 2: 20). 

5. I am the vine, ye are the branches. He that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit ; for without me ye can do nothing. 

That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith ; that ye, 
being rooted and grounded in love, 

May be able to comprehend with all saints what és the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height ; 

And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowl- 
edge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God 
(Eph. 3 : 17-20). 

He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not 
the Son of God hath not life (1 John 5: 12). 

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God 
(Col. 3 : 3). 

Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any 
thing ofourselves; but our sufficiency is of God (2Col.'3: 5). 

6. If a man abide not in me, he is cast off asa 
branch, and is withered ; and men gather them, and 
cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 

And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees : 
therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit 
is hewn down, and cast into the fire (Matt. 3: 10). 

As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the 
fire ; so shall it be in the end of this world. 

The 80n ef man shall send forth hiv angels, and they 





shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, 
and them which do iniquity ; 

And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall 
be wailing and gnashing of teeth (Matt. 13 : 40-43). 


7. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye 
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 


And in that day ye shall ask menothing. Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in 
my name, he will give i¢ you (John 16 : 23), 

And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because 
we keep his commandments, and do those things that are 
pleasing in his sight (1 John 3: 14). 

And all things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, be- 
lieving, ye shall receive (Matt. 21 : 22), 


8. Herein is my Father glorified, that 'ye bear much 
fruit ; so shall ye be my disciples. 

Saith the Lord; that they might be unto me for a 
people, and for a name, and for a praise, and for a glory 
(Jeremiah 13: 11), 

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew 
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of dark- 
ness into his marvelous light (1 Peter 2: 9). 

Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye 
do, do all to the glory of God (1 Cor. 10: 31). 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven (Matt. 5: 16). 

And besides this, giving all diligence, add to your faith 
virtue; and to virtue, knowledge ; 

And to knowledge, temperance ; and to temperance, 
patience; and to patience, godliness ; 

And to godliness, brotherly kindness ; and to brotherly 
kindness, charity. 

For if these things be in you, and abound, they make 
you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1 : 5-9), 

But the first of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, 

Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law 
(Gal. 5: 22, 23). 

Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are 
by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God (Phil. 
3 :bbpe 

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, 
If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples in« 
deed (John 8: 31), 

New York City. 
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TRUMBULL, EDITOR. 


INTELLIGENCE of revival work comes up from all 
parts of the country. Christians on every side seem 
more active, as well as more confidently expectant of 
a special blessing, in evangelistic endeavor. 


SuBscRIBERS who desire the address of their papers 
changed, or who send remittances for subscription, 
will gain time and insure attention to their requests 
by writing to John*D. Wattles, Business Manager, 
instead of to the editor. The two departments are 
quite distinct, and a request to either is likely to be 
delayed if it issent by way of the other. 





Ir is gratifying to the Sunday-school public that 
Dr. John H. Vincent is again in active service after 
a few weeks of enforced rest. His spring and sum- 
mer labors were unusually severe, and after the Chau- 
tauqua Assembly he was well nigh exhausted. But 
it will be seen by the reports from Orange and Brook- 
lyn, that he is doing full duty once more. 


Tis is convention season, as our columns give 
evidence. We strive to so condense reports of the 
various gatherings noted as to present only that which 
is worthy of attention by others than those who had a 
part in the proceedings. The state conventions of 
Virginia, New Hampshire, Vermont, and Massachu- 
setts, and the provincial convention of Canada, are 
yet to be reported. We hope to give attractive sketches 
of all these. 


ArrteR full discussion, the executive committee of 
the Maryland Sunday-school Union has decided not 
to call a State Convention this year, especially in 
view of the holding of the International Convention 
in Baltimore last spring. This decision is doubtless 
a wise one. State gatherings in the interest of the 
Sunday-school cause may be held too frequently. 
Local gatherings—district, county, and township— 
may do an excellent work in the interval of the 
larger conventions, 


By an arrangement between the Boards of Pablica- 
tion of the Reformed Church and the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church, a new weekly Sunday-school paper 
is to take the place, on the first of January next, of 
The Earnest Worker, of Richmond, Va., and the 
Sower and Gospel Field, of New York. Meantime 
subscribers to The Harnest Worker—which ceased pub- 
lication, September 30, at the close of its fifth volume 
—are to be supplied with copies of the Sower and Gospel 
Field. The Earnest Worker has been ably edited 
and done good service to the Sunday-school cause. 
Its well filled pages will be missed week by week by 
many who have read and valued it. It can hardly 
be doubted that the new paper will be even in advance 
of either of its predecessors. 


THAT was a plan worthy of imitation, which was 
adopted by Dr. White, superintendent of the May 
Flower Mission, Brooklyn, as reported in another 
column, at the annual sociable, or tea-party, of his 
Sunday-school. He invited his teachers to tell him 
frankly how his work as superintendent could, in their 
opinion, be improved. To insure freedom in this ex- 
ercise, he took up the duties of his place one by one, 
and giving his plan asked the criticism on it of his 
teachers, Then he asked them to consider their du- 
ties, and these in turn were considered in their order. 
In such a school there is surely little excuse for 
“ kicking in the traces,” as Mr. Duffield calls it, in his 
sprightly words of counsel to teachers who think their 
superintendent does not know his work, or fails to do 
it faithfully. The May Flower Mission teachers have 
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had a full opportunity of speaking their minds to the 
superintendent, and telling him just how to ran the 
schoo] to advantage. 

THE most hopeful sign of a true revival in one of 
our great cities is given in the action of the represen- 
tative Christian laymen of Chicago, who, having in- 
vited Messrs, Moody and Sankey to visit that city, as 
soon as the providence of God may open the way, 
now decide to “take immediate measures for inaugu- 
rating union evangelistic work” in Chicago. Very 
many in different cities believe that God can and 
will give a rich blessing—if only Moody and Sankey 
are present. The Chicago workers propose to trust 
God, and begin work, without waiting for these 
evangelists. This indicates, as 7he Interior suggests, 
that “they are already revived,” and that whether 
Moody and Sankey are present or absent, the Lord’s 
people are to have a blessing according to their faith 
in God. 


In a kindly notice of this paper under its new edi- 
torship, The United Presbyterian expresses a wish that 
“a portion of its name had been changed,” and asks 
the question, “ Why not make it The Sabbath School 
Times?” In answer to this fair question we reply, 
that the institution, the true interests of which we seek 
to represent and to promote, is generally known as 
the “ Sunday-school,” in both England and America. 
“The London Sunday-school Union,” the ‘ Church 
of England Sunday-school Institute,” the “ American 
Sunday-school Union,” the “ Sunday-school Union of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church,” and other promi- 
nent organizations aid in the retention of this name. 
Many efforts have been made to give a new name to 
this institution. Some insist that it should be “ First- 
day School ;” others would have it “ Lord’s Day 
School,” or “ Bible-school,” or “ Church-school,” or 
“ Bible-service ;” yet others would call it “Sabbath- 
school,” But as yet the old name commonly designates 
it among its friends, and in the Christian church 
generally, and whatever might be our personal pre- 
ferences if a new one was to be selected we do not feel 
justified in refusing to the Sunday-school the name 
by which it has so long been known, and under which 
it has been so owned and blessed of God. So soon as 
it has fairly adopted another name, we shall be giad 
to speak of it accordingly, and to conform to it the 
name of this representative journal, 


Ir ought to be understood that we do not express 
our approval of the view s of a contributor as to mea- 
sures and plans of work by giving place in our col- 
umns to his article. We do hold ourselves respon- 
sible for the character and spirit of all articles to 
which we give place, and should not feel justified in 
admitting what seemed to us false or otherwise dan- 
gerous doctrine. But matters of method are fairly 
open for discussion, and we are glad to have different 
views presented in our columns. We do not propose 
to give opportunity for one contributor to criticise or 
discuss with another, although we are glad to present 
various views on the samesubject. Wespeak of this now 
because occasionally criticisms come to us of the views 
ofour contributors as to measures of expediency or plans 
of work, and surprise is expressed that we hold or ap- 
prove such views. In one instance where we quoted 
the counsel of a prominent Sunday-school writer as 
to the course to be pursued with poor teachers, and 
added the suggestion that there would be differences 
of opinion as to its accuracy, but the counsel was 
worthy of attention, an extended communication 
comes in criticism of the plan proposed, asif it had been 
warmly commended by us. We invite our readers to 
hear both sides of these questions as to ways of work- 
ing; and if they have anything to say on either side 
they should say it without reference to writers who 
have expressed themselves on the other side. 


WINTER SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

F a Sunday-school can be in session only a portion 
of the year, the cooler months are to be preferred 

for it. If there must be a vacation, summer is its bet- 
ter time. Hot weather is more depressing and ex- 
hausting, and less favorable to effort—physical or 
mental—than cold weather. The labor demands of 
the week, as well as the temperature on Sunday, render 
scholars less fitted for intelligent thought, or inter- 
ested worship, in mid-summer than in mid-winter. 
This is so well understood that many public schools 
are in session only in the winter, and Christians speak 
of and plan for winter as the season of revivals. 
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The best way, beyond a question, is to keep up a 
Sunday-school all the year through, and to be untir- 
ing in personal religious effort, in heat and in cold, 
but if there is to be an intermission at any time it 
should surely not be during the most precious months 
for hopeful Christian endeavor. 

Yet, as a fact, more Sunday-schools in this country 
are closed in the winter than in the summer ; indeed 
no small share of all our Sunday-schools are thus inter- 
mitted. As a consequence, multitudes of children 
and youth lack the benefits of direct religious instruc- 
tion and influence just when these would be of great- 
est advantage to them. Moreover, all of the schools 
which have winter vacations are less efficient during 
the summer, than they would be if continued 
throughout the year; for intermitted effort in this 
line cannot be so effective as that which is steady and 
progressive. It takes time to slow and start an en- 
gine, in addition to the time lost while stationary. 
And the best working machine suffers from standing 
idle. Rust and dust corrode at such times, and the 
friction is increased when the wheels are again in 
motion. There are, it is true, many good Sunday- 
schools which only keep open in warm weather; but 
they could be better schools in the summer if they 
were open also in the winter, and in the winter they 
could have even better sessions than in the summer. 

The reasons for closing a country Sunday-school in 
the winter are well stated by a correspondent, whose 
communication is given under the head of Ways of 
Working. Local custom justifies it. The roads, at 
that season, are in poor condition, The days are 
short. Teachers shrink from the work involved. 
However slight may seem the force of these reasons, 
they are worthy of serious attention, since they have 
influence with many Christian workers whose zeal 
and spirit cannot fairly be called in question. 

I. As to the local custom, if that is not 
a good one, it had better be violated than 
observed. Whenever a better way than that of our 
fathers or of our neighbors is found, it is well for 
us to walk in it. In religious customs there has been 
great gain within a century, and further progress is 
yet to be desired in “the path of the just.” II. As 
to the roads, they are much the same week-days as 
Sundays. As a rule it is easier to go three miles 
on an average country road in January than in July. 
Snow beaten under foot is commonly less trying than 
the sun beating on the head. The crisp wintry air is 
more of a tonic than the dead heat of a day with the 
mercury at 80°. Snow and ice are rather helps than 
hindrances to locomotion in the country, and until 
sleds and skates and sleighs are out of fashion in the 
winter, it is useless to claim that boys and girls are 
shut in at home all through the colder months of the 
year. III. If less religious work must be done in the 
winter than in the summer, because of the shorter days, 
surely the local Sunday-school ought not to be first 
abandoned. Where there are two preaching services 
and only one Sunday-school session, why should the 
service of Bible study be given up and both services 
for passive hearers continued? If the Sunday-school 
supplies the only religious service of the neighbor- 
hood, there is but the louder call on its teachers to so 
divide their time in religious exercises elsewhere as 
will enable them to teach and preach Christ to those 
who otherwise will lack this means of grace. Many 
a neighborhood Sunday-school, which in the summer 
is held in the afternoon, is in the winter held in the 
forenoon. Its teachers thus gather, for instruction, 
the scholars from homes unrepresented in the sanc- 
tuary, and at the close of the Sunday-school service 
go with them to the church Sunday-school and re- 
main with them there at the second preaching ser- 
vice. Or, the teachers attend church in the forenoon 


and the church school at noon, and then go tothe. 


outlying district for an early afternoon Sunday-school. 
IV. Although teachers may shrink from the work in- 
volved, if they are true disciples of Jesus they will be 
ready to do their duty, as it is made plain to them. 
The fact that they have doubted if winter Sunday- 
schools were important has led them to be inactive 
when they ought to have been most industrious and 
efficient. 

Asa practical matter, it is found that winter Sun- 
day-schools can be prosperous in almost any neigh- 
borhood. Winter vacations are a local custom, with- 
out regard to obstacles. Some Sunday-schools in 
rural districts of upper Vermont and Minnesota are 
kept up throughout the year, while some in Virginia 
and Arkansas are closed because of cold weather. In 
other instances, the cases are reversed, Country Sun- 
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day-schools, in many places, which had winter vaca- 
tions for years, have abandoned this custom, and now 
find their numbers larger in the winter than formerly 
in the summer. In view of the importance of the 
Sunday-school, and of the hopefulness of the winter 
for spiritual progress, the experiment of a winter ses- 
sion is worth a fair trial everywhere. Lot the school 
be kept up as late into the season as possible. Let 
officers and teachers be at their posts as long as the 
children will come. Only when there are none to be 
taught God’s truth—none who need to know it, none 
who will come to hear it—let the doors of the neigh- 
borhood Sunday-school be closed by those who love 
Christ and love souls, and who would obey the com- 
mand of their Master, to preach and to teach those 
for whom he died. 

The saddest of all funerals is a Sunday-school 
funeral. If the school is dead, it is to be bitterly 
mourned. If it is not dead, it is a pitiable sight that 
it is buried alive. If there must be such a funeral, 
let there be no festival on the occasion. “Baked 
meats” are out of place there; for every attendant 
should be a mourner—too sad-hearted to eat. The 
best of times for a Sunday-school is in the winter. 
The best of times for a Sunday-school vacation is— 
between Sundays. 





TEACHERS’ EXAMINATIONS. 


‘at examination of candidates for the Sunday- 
school teacher’s office is advocated by many in- 
telligent friends of the Sunday-school, and is prac- 
tised in more or less churches. This examination is 
often confounded in the popular mind with the com- 
petitive examinations of Sunday-school teachers, 
common in England, and not unknown in this coun- 
try; but the two things are quite distinct. 

The competitive examinations have no necessary 
bearing on a teacher’s retention of his place in Sun- 
day-school. They simply give opportunity to those 
who already are teachers, to test their knowledge in 
certain departments of study, and to gain by the in- 
tellectual effort of the contest. Certain questions are 
proposed. Sunday-school teachers are invited to 
send in answers to them. All whose answers are 
satisfactory to the committee in charge of the ex- 
amination receive a diploma or certificate accord- 
ingly. Those who pass the best examination are 
awarded prizes. On the other hand, those who fail 
utterly are in no degree censured or dishonored. No 
reflection is passed upon them. This would cer- 
tainly seem to be a safe mode of proceeding calcu- 
lated only to stimulate and assist teachers to a 
higher standard of acquisition. Something of the 
sort has been practised at the two Chautauqua Assem- 
blies, and again in local unions of our country. Gain 
might come of its more general adoption with us. 

The preliminary examination, by church authori- 
ties, of those who are to take a place in the Sunday- 
school as teachers, is quite another matter. It is an 
innovation on old customs, and of course it meets 
with disfavor from those who look at every new meas- 
ure or method of work as a newevil. In objection to 
it, it is said that it is difficult at the best to get as many 
teachers for the Sunday-school as are necessary, and 
this new barrier will only lessen the supply ; moreover, 
that some who would prove the best teachers will fail 
to show their good qualities on a formal examination. 
The arguments in favor of such an examination are, 
that every church is responsible for the instruction 
given and the influence exerted in its Sunday-school, 
and ought to know who and what are the workers in 
this sphere; and that the work of the Sunday-school 
demands competent teachers, hence an inquiry into 
the fitness of a candidate is both proper and impor- 
tant. 

It would seem as if the advantages sought by these 
preliminary examinations could be secured without 
incurring the dangers named as their possible ac- 
companiment. It is not necessary to so fix the stan- 
dard of attainment for a teacher as to shut out any 
who ought to hold that position. It would be un- 
wise to subject an intending teacher to the form of 
investigation adopted in the competitive examina- 
tions of accepted teachers. But an intelligent church 
committee, or some one person, like the pastor or 
superintendent, designated by the church to examine 
candidates for the teacher’s office, might ascertain 
something of the spirit and general capabilities of 
those who were proposed for this important work, 
without disheartening the applicant, or rejecting him, 
or her, for a lack of acquired information on special 
subjects. 
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The Sunday-school is worthy of good teachers. It 
needs such. Steps ought to be taken to secure them. 
The church ought to know if those who represent it 
in the teaching service seem to have the spirit of 
Christ, and a mind to his work, are apt to teach, able 
to rightly divide the word, competent to edify. If 
the Sunday-school stand, by itself, having yet no 
church to oversee it, a similar responsibility rests on 
its officers and teachers, and they should look to those 
who are to be added to their number. If indeed it is 
necessary to use poor teachers—very poor teachers— 
for a time in any Sunday-school, it is well to know 
how poor they are. An examination of candidates 
need not shut out any person from the teacher’s office, 
but it would show the examining committee how 
much or how little the applicant knows and what he 
needs to fit him more fully for his place. It could 
scarcely harm him. It might be the meane of good 
to him and of greater good to the Sunday-school. 
Why should it not be more widely practised ? 


BRIEFLY. 


> 
—He who does not study well cannot teach well. 


—It is one thing to get scholars into Sunday-school ; 
it is quite another to hold and profit them there. 


—One truth well considered and impressed is better 
than a dozea truths talked about in a single session. 


—It is said, that the aggregate circulation of newspapers 
in Japan is fully 5,000,000 copies. The conservatives of 
that nation count this a sign of sad degeneracy. 


—“ Workers, rather than talkers, should always be 
sought for Sunday-school superintendents,” says The 
Baptist Union. 


—The Sabbath question is discussed in English Sun- 
day-school journals, in its bearing on the sale of hymn- 
books at the schools on Sunday. 


—One scholar n a colored Sunday-school of Kentucky 
is reported in the Sunday-school. Companion as having re- 
cited 3,494 verses of scripture. It is to be hoped that he 
learned the meaning of one or more of these. 


—This offer of The Christian at Work for contributors 
is positive and explicit. “For anything that has snap 
and warmth and holy sarcasm and pure wit and pathos, 
we will pay hard cash. For cart loads of learned stu- 
pidity and religious humdrum not a cent.” 


—‘ Two ways of spoiling the Bible” are noted by The | 


Christian Intelligencer: First, by quoting it irreverently 
and in ludicrous associations in common talk ; secondly, 
by its misinterpretation and foolish perversion, through 
culpable ignorance of its plain meaning. 


—It is stated that the new Encyclopedia Britannica 
“ devotes twenty pages to ‘ apes’ and only two to‘ angels.’’ 
Bat this is not to be wondered at, for it is easier to get 
information as to apes than as to angels. Of the latter, 
all that we know can be put into very small compass. 


—The old gentleman who recently bequeathed $250,- 
000, as a fund to be employed in preventing sickness 
among the children of the poor in his city, had the right 
idea of means to this end. Efforts at prevention are 
better and cheaper than efforts at cure, in physical or 
moral disorders. 


—In quoting “Hazard-ed Suggestions” from a lead- 
ing Sunday-school periodical of America, the London 
Sunday-school Chronicle says, “ The genial editor of the 
National Sunday-school Teacher, M. C. Hazard, has such 
a merry eye, and keeps it so wide open, that we make 
free with his name as well as with his journal.” 


—A writer in the Western Christian Advocate is positive 
that “ the Old Testament has fallen into comparative ne- 
glect, and particularly as a source of Sunday-school fn- 
struction.” This in face of the fact, that more scholars in 
the Sunday-school have given one-half of the last three 
years to Old Testament study than before since the book 
of Genesis was written. 


WAYS OF WORKING. 


HE golden text can be recited in concert in every 
Sunday-school, as a part of the opening or closing 
exercises of theschool. At least thus much of the les- 
son can be always memorized. If the teachers and 
scholars collectively cannot recite promptly these 
texts at the close of the quarter, without referring to 
their lesson-papers, there is a lack of system and 
thoroughness in the school. 
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Semi-circular seats in the Sanday-school—or seats in 
the form of a half hexagon—best cluster the scholars 
about the teacher. When a small table is in the cen- 
tre, just in front’ of the teacher, both scholars and 
teachers can rest their Bibles on that, and be brought 
into pleasant nearness, with greater convenience for 
Bible study. Seats thus arranged and supplied are 
found in the Sunday-school room of the Arch Street 
Presbyterian Church, in this city. 


In the opinion of The Baptist Union, it imparts in- 
terest to a teachers’-class, or teachers’-meeting, to ro- 
tate leaders. ‘Each teacher, when his or her turn 
comes to lead, is ambitious to do it creditably, and 
will prepare for it, so that the instruction from week 
to week is fresh, varied, and inspiring. This method, 
also, cultivates acquaintance and mutual respect 
among the teachers, and insures regular attendance, 
since each teacher has a personal interest in having 
the others present,” 

A number of plans of review for the last quarter’s 
lessons, in addition to those already noted, have been 
sent in to us from different parts of the country. The 
ingenuity and the system shown in these specimens 
indicate a gratifying progress in this important de- 
partment of work. It is probable that never before 
were so many Sunday-schools reviewed in their les- 
sons on the same Sunday as on the closing Sunday of 
last month; and never before was the work generally 
so well done, 

An interesting discussion of the best methods with 
“ troublesome boys” in the Sunday-school has had a 
place in The Sunday-school Chronicle, of London. In an 
editorial review of the subject, that paper concludes 
that while loving words and mild measures and pa- 
tient forbearance are commonly effective in subduing 
such scholars, there are instances where a suspension 
of the boy from the privileges of the school is de- 
manded by justice both to himself and the other 
scholars, who are hindered in all their class work by 
his misdemeanors. ‘Suspension is not dismissal, 
nor is it casting him off, at a time when he most wants 
it, from Christian counsel. The suspended boy 
“should be followed to his home by the superin- 
tendent and by the teacher, where an opportunity 
may be afforded of quiet converse with him, removed 
from the scene of his evil behavior, and where there 
will be no applause to win by his bravado, and no 
dread of being thought a coward by his penitence.” 
It is added, “that when prayerful interest has fol- 
lowed the suspension of a scholar dismissal seldom 
has.” 


“T wish you would write something to show super- 
intendents their folly in talking so much to their 
schools,” said an intelligent teacher recently. And 
then he added, “ Our superintendent seems to feel 
that his great work is talking from the desk. Oh! 
how tired of his talk the scholars get! Sometimes 
he says a good thing; but even that is lost on his 
school; for he talks so much that no one is on the 
lookout for anything good from him.” This teacher 
did not know how much this subject has been written 
on and discussed during the past year; but he ex- 
pressed fairly the feelings of many teachers. There 
are those who have visited Sunday-schools through- 
out the country, to examine their methods of work, 
whose opinion is, that on hardly any point do more 
superintendents fail, than by excess of talk from the 
desk. They darken counsel by uncalled for words. 
They substitute talk for superintendence. Some who 
are good superintendents, in all things else, sadly 
lessen their power for good just here. The words of a 
superintendent from the desk should be very few and 
carefully chosen. Thus, alone can they be as “the 
words of the wise,” which “ are as goads, and as nails 
fastened by the masters of assemblies.” 


A country superintendent comes to us with the 
plump question, Is the practice of closing Sunday- 
schools in the winter sinful? It is evident that he 
sincerely seeks to know his duty,. with a purpose of 
doing it. He is remarkably fair in stating both sides 
of the question as it is now before him. He writes: 

“Tn our hilly country it has been the cuc*om in 
the Sunday-school, which is held in the district 
school-house, nearly three miles distant from the 
village and churches, to close the school about the 
middle of November, uatil the roads and weather 
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become settled in the spring, say, about the middle of 
April. About one-fifth of our scholars are quite 
small; the remainder are from twelve years old up- 
wards, including some adults. Many of them have 
to walk to Sunday-school; and in view of the fact 
that our by-roads, and some of the main roads, fre- 
quently become almost impassable by the freezing 
and thawing and snows, we are in the habit of 
holding a festive gathering of the scholars in the 
month of November, and then dismissing them for 
the winter. We commonly commence raising the 
money and soliciting donations of refreshments for 
this purpose about two months previous to this festi- 
val. Whilst considering whether we shall this sea- 
son have an entertainment as usual, or make the 
scholars some presents instead, we have been not a 
little disturbed by the remark, that we ought not to 
close the school at all, and that it is positively sinful 
to do so, 

“We are told that most of the scholars who belong 
to our Sunday-school manage to attend the day 
school, to which they come over the same roads five 
days in the week. This is true and we cannot dis- 
pute it. The assertion is made that there is no ne- 
cessity for closing our Sunday-school in winter ; that 
the difficulty is not with the roads, nor with the 
scholars, not even with the little ones; but that the 
real hindrance lies with me and my teachers. We 
are charged with having gotten into an old rut, and 
that we don’t want to face the storms and cold our- 
selves, because we are lukewarm in the Saviour’s 
service. 

“ After ten years’ labor and expense in running our 
school, we repel such charges; but all arguments 
seem useless, The persons who have criticised us so 
plainly don’t seem to regard the custom of the 
churches in this respect, nor the opposing arguments 
advanced by some of our male teachers who are 
farmers, These teachers who go to church at a dis- 
tance of two to three miles, say, and as I think with 
reason, that by the time they get home from church 
(and you know that in the country we are frequently 
detained half an hour after service discussing church 
matters) and have attended to the feed and care of 
their teams and stock, and got dinner, it is too late 
to start out for Sunday-school in the short winter 
afternoons. In reply to this, we are told that if we 
wanted to go very much, we could find a way ; im- 
plying, really, that we don't care much about the 
work, It is also added, that if any of our scholars 
are the children of godless parents who do not at- 
tend church themselves, and who rarely send their 
children (and we have some just such families), that 
when we. close the doors of the Sunday-school, we 
practically deprive these children of their only regu- 
lar opportunity of hearing and receiving the gospel ; 
and they say in doing this, we forbid the little ones 
to come to Jesus. These are serious statements, and 
I don’t like to hear them. If these views are sound, I 
confess that I have unwittingly been sadly at fault. I 
never felt that I was a suitable person for superin- 
tendent, and my wife and I agree that I had better 
resign, but none of the teachers or neighbors will 
consent to act, and I don’t like to leave the school 
without a superintendent. I know that Jesus said, 
“No man having put his hand to the plough, and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God,” and I 
want to do my duty as superintendent of our Sunday- 
school as well as I can whilst I hold the office; and 
by God’s grace and help I will. In order to under- 
stani my duty in this matter I ask the views of the 
editor and the readers of THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
Times, in a frank, full discussion of this subject; 
which is of importance to others besides myself and 
my teachers,” 

The merits of this question of winter vacations are 
considered in another column more fully than space 
here will allow. As to the sinfulness of closing this 
particular school for a season it is not for one to pass 
judgment hastily. If the school can be kept open, 
and ought to be thus continued, aad on this superin- 
tendent rests the duty of its continuance, then it 


would be wrong for him to close the school, 
“Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, 
and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” But the 


practical point in doubt with this superintendent 
seems to be, is it best, all things considered, to con- 
tinue this school through the coming winter? When 
he finds what is best he will try to perform it. His 
doubt as to his fitness for the place is one good sign 
that he is rightly in it, He should not resign until 
a better man is found to succeed him. 
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WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


{Information for this department—including early reports ot Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes,and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received. ] 
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CONVENTION CALENDAR. 

Eighth National, of Scotland, at Paisley........+.-....+++ Oct. 7, 8, 1875. 

Connecticut, District, at East Haven...........--+ses0+-Oet, 12, 1875. 

New Jersey, County, at Cape May City.. ..............0cet. 12, 18, 1875. 


Twelfth Provincial, for Ontario and Quebec, at Ham- 

Mba: Canbsinesen vscete 000 aiete cata teertiemn: neste tictdvtenunen QE, 13-14, 18976, 
Convocation of the Sunday-school Association of 

the Protestant Episcopal Church in Philadel- 

PRB sci esses <cncevecssscceccsscocssocvesncsescccsontocees cocseeese Oct. 12, 14, 15, 1875. 
Vermont, State, at Barre. Oct. 13, 1875, 
Connecticut, District, at Waterbury......... 
Indiana, District, at Valparaiso........ 
Indiana, County, at Logansport.... ..Ocet. 20, 21, 1875. 
Massachusetts, State, at Springfield...............-c000. ++ Oct. 20, 21, 1875. 
Kansas, State, at Fort Scott... Oct. 26-28, 1875. 
Third National, of Evangelical Lutheran Church 


















Ge WUD, Ce iD iccecccavccccccescevsedabocctecccsscesdebereesess Oct. 26-29, 1875, 
Biennial First-Day School Conference of Friends in 

America, at Philadel phia...........csesssserssesssseeeseees Nov. 6, 1875. 
Connecticut, District, at Walingford..................-cseeee Nov. 9, 1875. 
New Jersey, State, at Somerville Nov. 9-11, 1875. 
Connecticut, District, at Birmingham.................000++ Noy. 11, 1875, 


New Hampshire, State, at Dover............cccssessseseeres Dec. 6-8, 1875. 


ORANGE SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


HE first public meeting of the recently organized 

Sunday-school Union of Orange, N. J., was held 

at the Orange Baptist Church on Wednesday evening, 

September 29. This large house was well filled. 

Every church and Sunday-school in Orange was re- 
presented. 

Ex-mayor Edward Austen, president of the Union, 
gave, in the opening address, a brief sketch of the 
origin and progress of the Union; also a sketch of the 
Sunday-school agency in its marvelous growth and 
development. 

The chief speaker of the evening was Dr. John H. 
Vincent, of New York. His address, of an hour and 
a quarter in length, was listened to with unflagging 
interest to its close. An imperfect outline of this 
address is given herewith : 

The present Emperor of Germany stepping into one 
of the admirable public schools of his dominion, held 
up a stone, and asked to what kingdom it belonged. 
The response came quickly, “ The mineral kingdom.” 
Then, holding up a flower, he asked, “To what king- 
dom does this belong?” and the answer was, “The 
vegetable kingdom.” Then, said the Emperor, “To 
what kingdom do I belong?” After a moment’s hesi- 
tation a little girl replied, “The kingdom of Heaven.” 
And the child was right. Man belongs to the king- 
dom of Heaven, and his life on earth is merely a 
preparation to enter into eternal life. The church is 
the school of preparation, and the Sunday-school is 
the primary department of the church, where the 
rudiments of religious truth are inculecated. The best 
definition of a Surday-school is to be found in Colos- 
sians. The passage is in the third chapter and six- 
teenth verse, and reads better with a little amend- 
ment in the punctuation, The following are the 
words in our version: “ Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonish- 
ing one another in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” 
By changing the punctuation, as careful critics think 
it should be changed, it will be seen that far more 
meaning is obtained from the same words, thus: 
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all 
wisdom admonishing one another; in psalms, and 
hymns, and spiritual songs singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord.” The Sunday-school is not alone 
for children, but is also a good place for adults, A 
live and active Christian is one who studies the Word 
of God, and works for the upbuilding of Christ’s cause, 
whether it be in the church or Sunday-school; and 
the motto which has so long prevailed in Sunday- 
schools should be changed, and instead of reading, 
“ Feed my lambs,” should read, “ Feed my lambs and 
sheep.” For it is just as necessary that the older 
ones should learn about our Saviour as it is for the 
children, 

Religious work should be divided into three parts, 
or there should be three places where it is taught— 
the Home, the Pulpit, and the Sunday-school. First, 
the Home, because there the mother has an oppor- 
tunity to sow the seed, and to foster and nurture 
it at least for four or five years before the teacher 
gets a hold of the little one. If the mother does her 
work properly it greatly lessens the labor of the 
teacher. We need more good religious homes, where 








(Vol. XVIL, No. 41. 


the family devotions are observed, and where all 
things are made so pleasant that the dear little ones 
are fascinated with religious truth as it comes to them 
there. 

Secondly, the Pulpit. It is often the case that it is 
thought that children have no place in chureh, but 
belong only to the Sunday-school, where the teach- 
ings can be fully comprehended by them. But pas- 
tors should preach sermons that can be compre- 
hended by children, and if the little minds can grasp 
them, there need be no fear but that the older ones 
will grasp them also. The children should be trained 
to feel that the sanctuary is the place for them, and 
not only should it be understood that it is their duty 
to go there, but it should be so pleasant for them that 
they will want to go. If the question should ever 
come—I hope it may not—whether we shall have 
only the church or the Sunday-school for children, 
I shall unhesitatingly pronounce for the sanctuary. 
And when they go to church they should not be per- 
mitted to criticise the sermon, and discuss how they 
will get rid of their minister, but rather compare 
notes and ascertain how much of good there was in 
that sermon. 

Thirdly, the Sunday-school, where, with the edify- 
ing power of the Word of God, children may be 
taught the principles of religion, the history of the 
Bible, and all things pertaining to the growth of 
Christianity in the world. 


Then, how shall the teachers be selected, shall it be 
according to the number of pupils in the school, al- 
lowing a given number to each teacher? No; one 
teacher may be capable of teaching thirty pupils, 
while another may not have the capacity for instruct- 
ing more than five. The work should be divided ac- 
cording to the ability of the teachers. Then, more- 
over, the qualifications of a teacher should be well 
considered before he is allowed to teach at all. And 
to ascertain this an examination should be held under 
the supervision of the pastor of the church, and no 
person should be allowed to take charge of a class in 
Sunday-school until he is found to be fairly ac- 
quainted with Bible history, Bible geography, and 
the precepts and doctrines of the Bible. Teachers 
should be selected by thé pastor of the church and 
the superintendent of the Sunday-school, and then 
the teachers of the school, who are to become inti- 
mately connected with them, should vote upon their 
admission as teachers; and finally, before they as- 
sume the duties of teachers they should be summoned 
before the church and assume vows similar to those of 
a minister. 

Formal ordination to this office is not necessary, 
but teachers should be ready to say that they will at- 
tend faithfully to the work, will assume its responsi- 
bilities, and will not be absent from the school, with- 
out some sufficient cause—a slight rain not to rank 
as sufficient. Much of the frivolity which is now 
found in the Sunday-schools would thus be prevented. 

Under this regime it is probable that not so many 
teachers as there are at present could be found, and 
to provide for this a normal-class ought to be or- 
ganized, to be taught by the pastor of the church 
once a week until the students were sufficiently versed 
in the requisite knowledge, and then they should 
be required to attend the Sunday-school, and spend 
their time in different classes so as to acquire the 
various good methods of teaching by different people, 
This could all be done, and the work made very 
pleasant. When a man enters the ministry, or be- 
comes a physician, or a lawyer, he is required to have 
some previous preparation, and it should be so, too, 
in the Sunday-school. Your boy in the Sunday- 
school soon finds out if his teacher is not well ac- 
quainted with the lesson, or with Bible teachings 
generally, and he loses his respect for his teacher 
accordingly. Why should he not? The ministers 
have the time to do this work. Some of them, to be 
sure, are overworked, and prepare two sermons a 
week, and get them finished before Wednesday. But 
generally ministers could find time to give this in- 
struction, and his e¢lass, his Sunday-school, and his 
church generally would be benefited. 

In conclusion, Dr. Vincent said that there were 
four requisites in a teacher to insure success, First, 
he must be of good character ; secondly, his class must 
love him; thirdly, the truth of God must be in him; 
fourthly, he must acknowledge his need of divine 
help, and seek it earnestly and continually. 

The singing upon this occasion was especially 
worthy of mention. Mr. J. G. Wheeler, the precen- 
tor of the church, was assisted by about a dozen of 
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. the best voices in the place, and the congregation 


joined in with zest. No more successful meeting was 
ever held in this vicinity, and it seemed as if the 
grace of God was in the whole congregation, as well 
as in the movement which originated the Union. 


THE MAY FLOWER MISSION, 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

HE monthly tea-party of the May Flower Mission 
of Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., was held 
Saturday evening, September 25. There were present, 
besides the superintendent and teachers of the mis- 
sion, Mr, George A. Bell, the Rev. 8. B. Halliday, 
Mr. Frank Beard, Miss Hattie N. Morris, and Mr. 
Hixon, of the Puritan Sunday-school. The occasion, 
as usual, was one of social converse. After partaking 
of refreshments from a well provided table, Dr. H. B. 
White, superintendent, invited comments on the du- 
ties and defects of his superintendence, also on the 
duties of the teachers of the mission. He wished to 
know the thoughts of the teachers on his manage- 
ment. He had had sufficient compliments; now he 
wished to be told of his defects. In introducing the 
matter, he wished to consider, first, ‘‘ The superinten- 
dent in the school.” Of course it was important that 
he be punctual. It might be asked, how could a doc- 
tor always be punctual in his attendance. As for 
himself he had always been on time, except once, and 
then he sent timely word that professional engage- 
ments hindered him. The way he managed to be 
punctual was by planning beforehand to be at the 
school. Punctuality meant being at the school an 
half-hour before the time, to prepare the room and 
meet the incoming scholars. Secondly, “ The superin- 
tendent should have a well-arranged plan, and ad- 
here to it.”’ Dr. White wished to know if a better plan 
than his could be proposed. He asked, also, if time 
enough was given to the teachers for their teaching 
service. It was thought that there should be punctu- 
ality in closing as well as in opening a school. He 
understood their school session proper to close with 
the prayer-hymn. This should be at 4 P.m., but the 

books and papers must be distributed afterwards. 

In the discussion which ensued, it was suggested 
that many teachers might use profitably fifty minutes 
in the lesson period, but the majority did not exceed 
forty. The reading of notices from the desk was men- 
tioned as liable to disturb the school and take the 
attention of the scholars away from the lesson. It was 
agreed that it would be better to read all notices be- 
fore rather than after the lesson period. It was also 
decided to have the opening exercises a little shorter 
and the closing exercises a little longer. It was 
thought a good idea to have more singing after the 
lesson to rest the minds of the scholars. The teach- 
ers were unanimous in disapproving of inviting 
strangers to address the school. 

The duties of the superintendent out of the school- 
room were next discussed. It was agreed that he 
ought to be a Christian, a gentleman, cordial, polite, 
sympathetic. Dr. White regretted that naturally he 
was one of the most shrinking and retiring of men. 
This was a defect he had tried to overcome, and if he 
failed of seeming cordial, he asked that his fault 
might be overlooked. For the ventilation of the 
school-rooms, and the visiting of scholars, and attend- 
ing to their physical wants, the superintendent held 
himself personally responsible. Last year over $700 
had been spent in shoes alone for scholars. As much 
as possible in this direction would be done henceforth. 

One of the cuties of the superintendent is to be pre- 
pared for teachers’-meetings. Miss Morris thought 
that teachers needed much help in reviews. Mr. 
Frank Beard suggested that a teacher, especially 
qualified for reviewing, be selected to make the re- 
view from the platform. This suggestion was accepted 
by Dr. White, and Mr. Beard invited to act as 
reviewer. Miss Morris thought it might be best to 
assign the review to one set of teachers for one quar- 
ter, and to a second set for another quarter, assigning 
one teacher for each month to prepare the review for 
teachers’-meeting. This proposition also was agreed to. 

In considering the duties of teachers, it was de- 
clared to be, first of all, essential that they be present 
every Sunday, rain or shine. When the superin- 
tendent comes on to the platform to open the school 
and finds two or three teachers absent, it is very dis- 
couraging. The question arose, What should be done 
with classes when their teachers were absent and no 
substitute provided? Scholars sitting with nothing 
to do become noisy and create confusion. Miss Morris 
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said, Send them to the teacher’s house, The Rev. 
Thomas K. Beecher dismisses all classes and sends 
them home when no teacher comes to teach them. 
She also suggested that the school have a training- 
class, from which to draw teachers to take charge of 
these scholars, 

The second consideration named was punctuality. 
Scholars often wait outside of the door until the 
teacher arrives. One teacher said he had at times left 
his wife on the street and run with all his might to 
get to his class in season. He had got the dyspepsia, 
and perhaps shortened his life by it, but only once had 
he ever been late at Sunday-school. The superin- 
tendent suggested that punctuality be induced by a 
banner-class, marking the teacher’s absence 2, and 
the scholar’s 1, on a scale of 1000; that the class the 
most regular and punctual should be the banner- 
class for the month. Mr, Talmage, the assistant 
superintendent, said that tickets for entertainments 
given for punctuality had worked well. 

The third duty named for every teacher was that 
of keeping good order in the class. The superin- 
tendent is responsible for the school as a whole, but 
the teacher is responsible for his or her class from the 
opening to the close of the school. Dr, White said 
he had even seen teachers sit unmoved when their 
boys were actually engaged in a fight. The teacher 
should feel that the superintendent is interfering with 
his business if he comes to keep order in his class. 

Another suggested duty was that of coming promptly 
to order in the class. As soon as the bell struck for 
silence, every teacher should come to silence, even if 
in the middle of a sentence. If the teacher came 
quickly to order it would bring the scholars also. 

Respecting preparation for teaching, attendance at 
teachers’- meetings was urged as an absolute necessity. 
About thirty of the Mission teachers, it was said, had 
entered their names for Dr. Vincent’s normal-class. 
A normal-class would be organized in the Mission 
building during the course of the week on the plan 
of the Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school Union, as 
published in the January number of The Normal 
Class, 

It was also the duty of teachers to influence their 
scholars’ associations and direct their amusements. 
If teachers could not do this they could invite the 
scholars home, or they could write to them—if noth- 
ing more. When a scholar is absent, the reason 
should be ascertained. To meet older scholars in the 
mission parlor occasionally for a social talk would be 
well, 

A report of a committee to devise a plan for a fall 
festival for October 19 was read by the assistant 
superintendent, after which the meeting was closed 
with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Taylor. 





EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION CON- 
FERENCE. 
HE sixth annual Sunday-school convention of the 
East Pennsylvania Conference of the Evangelical 
Association, was held at Reading, September 21-23. 
The presence of a large number of active workers, 
carefully prepared papers, and earnest discussions 
together with a children’s mass meeting, made this 
convention one of deep interest to all who partici- 
pated in it. The first topic coming before the con- 
vention for discussion, was the question, “ What are 
the best methods for presenting the importance of 
experimental religion to the Sabbath-school?” As to 
this theme it was resolved, that religion should be 
presented through special meetings for children’s 
conversion, by giving Bible truths simply and in an 
attractive manner, keeping the subject prominently 
before them and thus convincing them of their need 
of a definite religious experience. as 
In answer to “ What evils most resist the influence 
of our Sunday-school?” it was affirmed that the lives 
of many teachers lessen the good influence of the 
school. In considering the lesson reviews and the 
methods of conducting them, it was declared that 
their importance was recognized by all our higher 
secular schools, and it was admitted to be essential to 
secure weekly reviews of the prominent thoughts in 
the Sunday-school lesson, so that a series of links 
might be formed and thereby preparation be made 
for an eflicient review at the close of every quarter. 
In respect to “A class drill on the International les- 
son of the following Sabbath,” it was resolved that 
the convention recommend the introduction of nor- 
mal-classes for promoting general Biblical knowledge, 
and instructing teachers both in the theory and the 
art of teaching. 
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“The characteristics of an address which will en- 
list the attention of, and benefit, the children,” called 
forth the expression that such characteristics were 
simplicity, brevity, cheerfulness, illustrations, and the 
spirit of Christ. As to how the church and school 
can be more consolidated, the convention was of 
opinion that it is by having the minister both pastor 
of church and school; by simplifying church ser- 
vices and introducing responsive readings and pro- 
miscuous sittings; by making the services of the 
school as devotional as possible. The relation be- 
tween pastor, officers, and teachers of the Sunday- 
school was pronounced similar to that between the 
pastor and the officers of the church. It was re- 
solved that the Sunday-school teacher's work is to 
impart Scripture truth in its simplicity, to have faith 
in the influence of the Holy Ghost, to visit his schol- 
ars and make every available effort to win them to 
Jesus and the church. This done, and the reward 
will follow: “Well done, go0d and faithful ser- 
vant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into 
the joy of thy lord.” 

A resolution was passed requesting the ensuing 
General Conference to insert in the discipline “a sec- 
tion defining the privileges, rights, and authority of 
the pastor and his Sabbath-school co-laborers.” It 
was recommended to Sunday-school workers to ob- 
serve October 17, 18, the days named for uni- 
versal prayer for Sunday-schools, by the committee of 
the London Sunday-school Union. On the temper- 
ance question the convention gave expression as fol- 
lows : 

Whereas, Facts demonstrate that intemperance is the 
most prolific source of crime and immorality, the most 
stubborn, inveterate, intensely bitter and best intrenched 
foe of the cause of Christ; and 

Whereas, It is harbored and protected by the law of the 
land, and has combined its power so as to control our 
legislative bodies and our courts, and is thus legally and 
illegally sending its cursed waters in broad streams over 
our land, and in its presumption bidding defiance to God 
and man. Therefore, 

Resolved, That we, as a Sunday-school convention, do 
recognize that the cause of God and his church demand 
that we use all lawful and proper means to defeat and 
destroy this monster evil ; 

Resolved, That we will educate our children and mem- 
bers of Sunday-schools in the principles of entire prohi- 
bition, and inculcate and impregnate a spirit of eternal 
hatred against all forms of this monster evil ; 

Resolved, That we regard it of the greatest importance 
to the welfare of the rising generation, that all domestic 
wines or other alcoholic drinks be banished from our 


homes and never again permitted to cross our thresh- 
holds ; 

Resolved, That we are sworn enemies to intemperance, 
and will write upon our Sunday-school banners and upon 
the tablets of our hearts, teetotal abstinence forever. 


OTHER GATHERINGS. 

T a pleasant Sunday-school institute and picnic 
held at Branch Village, Lycoming County, Penn- 
sylvania, in which delegates from five schools par- 
ticipated, short addresses were made by the Rev. 
R. Crittenden, Mr. E. H. Blair, and Mr. John E. 
Dayton. In the evening the workers held a sociable 
in a ball room of a vacant hotel, sang Sunday-school 

songs, and listened to another address. 


The Westmoreland Classis of the German Reformed 
Church held a Sunday-school convention at Irwin, 
Penn., September 8. Several addresses were delivered, 
and The Reformed Church Messenger states that “the 
warm heart-beats of the church were felt pervading 
every vein and artery of the Sunday-school. Minis- 
ters, superintendents, and teachers were incited and 
inspired to labor with earnest zeal and activity to 
make the Sunday-school really and truly the nursery 
of the church.” 


The Nebraska State Journal gives a pleasing account 
of a “grand basket and Sunday-school meeting” held 
at Lincoln in that state, Sunday, September 5. Wagon 
loads of people came in from all directions; and in 
one line there were twelve carriages filled with parents 
ani\ children from the Antes and Mt. Zion Union 
Sabbath-schools. Besides these, there was a good 
delegation from the Rose of Sharon, the Ke- 
dron, and the Bethel Union Sunday-schools. After 
prayer and song, the Rev. J. Wayne Snowden gave @ 
discourse founded on the text, “ Be not deceived ; God 
is not mocked; for whatsoever «1 man soweth, that 
shall he also reap.” Several others participated ia 
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the exercises, making them of special interest and 
profit. 


The Christian Mirror stateathat the Young Men’s 
Christian Association of Maine held an interesting 
meeting at Bath, September 18, Reports from four 
or five of the larger associations of the state were 
read, and showed that the work was proyressing en- 
couragingly. : 


A Sunday-school convention for the first district of 
Illinois, which includes seventeen counties, was held 
with success, September 21-23, The programme was 
ample. Notwithstanding some of the speakers failed 
to appear, home talent was called out, and a first-class 
entertainment greeted the growing audience from the 
beginning to the end. M. ©. Hazard, B. F. Jacobs, 
Geo. W. Sharp, E. Payson Porter, J. W. Dean, 
George Richardson, John Fairbanks, and others were 
on hand and worked earnestly. The Rev. John O. 
Foster, president of the district, was well pleased with 
the noble workers who rallied around him. Another 
similar gathering was ordered for next year, 


The Brooklyn Normal-class under the direction of 
J. H. Vincent, D.D., held its first session Thursday 
evening, September 30, in the Hanson Place M. E, 
Church. A class of over 1500 persons assembled at 
an early hour of the evening, filling not only the 
body of the church but also a part of the galleries. 
Dr. Vincent entitled his introductory address, “ The 
domestic element in the Sunday-school; or, home 
life and the Sunday-school work.” Space does 
not, this week, admit the report at hand, but in 
our next issue an outline of the address will be given. 
Mr. Frank Beard, the artist, followed Dr. Vincent 
with illustrative drawings on the blackboard, which 
were, as usual, not only instructive but entertain- 
ing. 


Christian conferences, somewhat after the plan of 
our Christian conventions, or gatherings of Chris- 
tian workers for mutual prayer and counsel, are being 
held at different points in Great Britain with large 
attendance and much interest. One at Perth, last 
month, filled the spacious city hall at its several ses- 
sions for three successive days. Among the subjects 
considered were: “ The Bible : what is it? How is it 
to be used?” “Family religion,” “The closet,” 
“ Old disciples,” “ Young believers,” “ Prayer-meet- 
ings,” “ Evangelization.” Drs, A. A. Bonar and 
Andrew Thomson, the Rev. Messrs. George Wilson, 
Grattan Guinness, and W. Scott Moncrieff, the Earl 
of Kintore, and Major Cole, with other well-known 
workers and speakers had a part in the exercises—of 
which a full report appears in the Times of Blessing. 





The Vermont State Convention of Young Men’s 
Christian Associations met at Royalton, September 
20-22. Zion’s Herald reports about 120 delegates 
present. Col, Franklin Fairbanks, of St. Johns- 
bury, was president, and the Rev. P. B. Fisk, of 
Springfield, secretary, The time of the convention, 
aside from devotional services, was mostly given to 
planning fora more thorough canvass of the state 
than was made last year. At Jeast 2405 conversions, 
it is stated, have occurred in fifty out of the seventy- 
one places canvassed by the associations, The Me- 
thodist church has shared largely in the fruits of 
these labors. For the ensuing year Mr. George E. 
Davis, of Burlington, is elected chairman of the as- 
sociation; the Rev. 8. P. Cook, of Ludlow, secre- 
tary; and Mr, A. J. Howe, of Montpelier, treasurer. 
It is expected that still more gracious results than 
last year will follow the labors of these earnest work- 
ers, 

COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 
HE second annual Convention of the Cass County 
Sunday-school Union is to be held at Logans- 
port, Indiana, October 20-21. 

At Van Ettenville, N. Y., the Baptist Sunday- 
school Association of Broome and Tioga counties 
holds an institute October 12, 13, led by H. D. 
Pinney. 


The second annual meeting of the New Hampshire 
Sunday-school Association is to be held in Dover, 
December 6-8. J. H. Vincent, D.D., of New York, 
the Rev. H. M. Parsons, of Boston, the Rev. Smith 
Baker, of Lowell, the Rev. T. L. Fiood, of James- 
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town, and W. F, Sherwin, of Newark, are among the 
speakers, from outside of the state, who are expected to 
be present. A specimen Sunday-school session will be 
one of the exercises. The normal department is to 
be under the charge of Dr. Vincent. 


A Sunday-school convention for Washington 
county, Md., will be held under the auspices of the 
Maryland Sunday-school Union, at Keedysville, Oc- 
tober 29-31. 


J. Bennet Tyler, of this city, is to conduct the in- 
stitute exercises of the Vermont Sunday-school Con- 
vention, at Barre, Vermont, October 12-14. George 


C. Stebbins, of Chicago, is to have charge of the 
music. 


The biennial conference of the United States branch 
of the Evangelical Alliance is to be held at Pitts- 
burgh, October 26-29. Drs. Ormiston, Taylor, Ganse, 
and Washburn, of New York, Bishop Simpson, of this 
city, Dr. Manning, of Boston, Drs. Buddington and 
Porter, of Brooklyn, and other distinguished speakers 
are to present papers or make addresses on the occa- 
sion, 

The annual British conference of the Evangelical 
Alliance assembles this year at Belfast, Ireland, Oc- 
tober 19, to continue in session three days or more. 
Lord Waveney is to preside at its opening session. 
Dr. Henry, president of Queen’s College, Dr. Donald 
Frazer, of London, the Dean of Canterbury, Lord 
Alfred Churchill, and the Mayor of Belfast are an- 
nounced for a part in its proceedings, 


Dr. John H. Vincent, the Rey. George A. Peltz, 
and B. F. Jacobs are announced for the Massachu- 
setts Convention, at Springfield, October 20,21. A 
specimen Sunday-school session “in the best Sun- 
day-school room in New England” is promised, “ the 
delegates being divided into classes taught by com- 
petent leaders ; the exercises closing with a review 
and summing up from the superintendent’s desk.” A 
primary-class will bé taught in the presence of the 
convention, by Mrs. W. F. Crafts. Teachers’-meet- 
ings and normal-classes will be discussed, as also 
the necessity of spiritual power for success in the 
Sunday-school work. 


The days of prayer for Sunday-schools will pro- 
bably be more widely observed this year than in 
either of the two years preceding. Large union meet- 
ings are already announced for those days in several 
of our prominent cities, and in many smaller commu- 
nities there will be earnest gatherings for conference 
and prayer over the work of the Sunday-schools and 
the spiritual interests of its scholars. The state 
Sunday-school convention of Michigan passed a reso- 
lution, affectionately urging all the schools of the 
state to respond to the call of the London committee. 
Our English brethren are planning for many special 
services at that time. 

The Episcopal Register announces that the mana- 
gers of the New York Episcopal Sunday-school 
Association have decided to establish a Sunday-school 
normal-class, for the better preparation of teachers 
for their work. Under the head, ‘‘ What to teach,” 
the Bible and the Prayer Book will be separately 
considered. The Rey. Dr. Tiffany will have charge 
of instruction as to the Bible, and Hugh Miller 
Thompson, D.D., as to the Prayer Book. The Rev. 
Heber Newton will direct instruction under the head, 
“How to teach.” The normal-class will meet in 
the Sunday-school room of the Church of the Holy 
Communion, Twenty-sixth Street and Sixth Avenue. 


At Gape May City, N. J., a county institute is to 
be held, as already announced, in the Methodist 
church, October 12, 13. F. B. Greul is conductor. 
The published programme presents for examination 
at one session, ‘* The teacher’s work,” to be considered 
under the heads of 1. Responsibility ; 2. Preparation ; 
3. Aids ; 4. Rewards. At another session, under the 
topic, “ Sunday-school methods,” are to be discussed, 
1. The Sanday-school session; 2. The manner of 
teaching; 3. The matter of teaching. ‘‘ Class work” 
comes up with illustrative lessons given for a primary- 
class and a class of adults. ‘‘ The influences of Sun- 
day-schools” from the home, the street, and society, 
are to be considered at the closing session. Full op- 
portunity for conference, questions, and general dis- 
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cussion is given. Competent speakers are announced, 
and a profitable occasion seems probable. 


PROGRESS OF THE KINGDOM. 


dom of God is nigh at hand, 


_ ~~ --- 


—In connection with the Nevada Methodist Epis- 
copal Conference there are 19 Sunday-schools, with 
148 teachers, and 953 scholars. 


—The Journal of the Episcopal General Convention 
reports 301,587 scholars in the Sunday-schools of 40 
dioceses and 5 missionary jurisdictions. 


—The Congregational Church of Wilmington, 
Penn., is said, in The Advance, to have every family 
of its neighborhood in the Sunday-school. 


—Of 89 persons baptized within the year, in the 
Second Baptist Church, of Suffield, Connecticut, 
about 70 were directly from the Sunday-school. 


—A subscription of $1,000 from the Sunday-school of 
Messiah Lutheran Church, in this city, is made to the 


fund for completing the church buildings of the 
parish. 


—Fourteen new Baptist Sunday-schools have been 
organized in Connecticut, during the past year, by 
the Rev. W. C. Walker, state missionary, as appears 
by The Christian Secretary. 


—The death of Mrs. Emily Gould, at Perugia, 
Italy, is a source of sorrow to very many in this 
country who were interested in the Italo-American 
school at Rome which she founded and fostered. 


—In the minutes of the General Synod of the Lu- 
theran church in the United States there are re- 
ported 1,124 Sunday-schools under the oversight of 
that denomination, comprising 11,619 teachers, and 
93,527 scholars, 


—The well known South Mission Sunday-school, 
of St. Louis, superintended by William Downing, 
has been obliged to leave the commodious building 
where it has long held its sessions, and its old rooms 
have been refitted for a dancing hall. 


—From the floral decorations at the missionary 
anniversary of the University Methodist Church Sun- 
day-school, in Bloomington, Ill, “about a dozen 
bouquets were sent to the prisoners in the county 
jail, and the sick were remembered.” So says the 
Northwestern Christian Advocate, 


—At the anniversary of the Sunday-schools of the 
Church of the Good Shepherd, Frankford, on the last 
Sunday in September, as reported in The Episcopal 
Register, each class brought up with its missionary 
offering an ornamental letter. These letters when 
placed in position spelled out the name of the church. 
The offerings amounted to $149.80. 


—Nearly one-third of all the inhabitants of the 
village of Stoke, Sub-Hamdon, England, are re- 
ported, in the London Sunday-school Chronicle, as 
members of the Congregational Sunday-school. At 
the recent anniversary exercises of that school, 
prizes were distributed to all scholars who had not 
been absent at either a morning or afternoon session 
of the school during the year; also to those who had 
not been absent more than six times in the year. 
The number receiving these rewards is said to be so 
large as to entail a heavy bill for handsome volumes. 


—California Congregational Sunday-schools seem to 
be prosperous, in numbers and interest, judging from 
reports in The Pacific. The school of the Third Church 
of San Francisco has advanced from 300 to nearly 500 
in membership within a year. Bethany Sunday-school, 
in that city, has, within the same period, risen from 
159 to 226. The church at Berkeley, with a.member- 
ship of 28, has 40 scholars in its Sunday-school. 
The Stockton Church, with 832 members, has a Sun- 
day-school of 140. At Woodland the church has 24 
members, and the Sunday-school 45. At Los An- 
geles a church, with 62 members, has a Sunday-school 
of 138. The average Sunday-school membership of 
the same denomination on the Atlantic coast is hardly 
larger than the church membership. 


—The mission-work of the American Sunday- 
school Union furnishes abundant illustration of the 
truth that love gives power in Christian work. A 
missionary in Missouri writes: “ When I was organ- 
izing the Edgerton Sunday-school we could find no 
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teacher for the primary-class, until a tall, rough, un- 
gainly man, whom we cali one of our ‘Salt River 
Tigers,’ said, ‘ Let me try them for awhile ;’ and we 
felt obliged to put eight or ten ‘infants’ under his 
care. Imagine my surprise when the class grew to 
thirty and thirty-five, and our awkward friend de- 
veloped into an efficient teacher. There was a kind- 
linees in his eye, and a gentleness in his tone, which 
gained their hearts. I asked him how he interested 
them. He replied, ‘I don’t know, it isn’t hard to 
do; I always loved children.’ That’s the secret. 
Love made that great, rough, awkward man as gentle 
as a woman; and every day he was lovingly think- 
ing how he could help those dear children to study 
the Bible and learn of Jesus. Without love for 
Christ and the children the teacher is only as sound- 
ing brass or a tinkling cymbal. 


—A daily prayer-meeting was held at the Ilinois 
state fair, at Ottawa, this season. 


—At Belfast, recently, the first anniversary of the 
coming of Moody and Sankey to that city was cele- 
brated by large meetings of earnest workers. In 
noting this observance The Christian asks, “ Why 
should not the coming winter be quite as workful and 
fruitful.as last? Does not ‘the Lord God of Elijah’ 
still live?” 


—The revival meetings led by Messrs. Whittle and 
Bliss, at St. Paul, Minnesota, are growing in interest. 
The great opera house has been filled with young 
men, at some of the meetings; and not less. than 
2,500 persons have been at the tent meetings in the 
evening. Inquirers by the hundred have remained 
for personal conversation at the close of these meet- 
ings. 


—The Pacific Christian Advocate reports impressive 
revival services in East Portland, Oregon, under the 
lead of workers sent out by the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association. A large tent is being made ready 
fur religious meetings during the Oregon state fair. 
The Portland Association has outgrown its old quar- 
ters, and taken new rooms over the “ Cosmopolitan 
Saloon,” including the old billiard room of that 
establishment. 


WORTH REPEATING. 
science acini 
MY BEST FRIEND. 
[From Evening Hours for September.] 


HAVE a friend, his looks are cold, 
His voice speaks but command ; 
He is good, and very faithful still, 
His grasp an iron hand. 


His word to me, his will is law, 
I know his glances best ; 

Woe! when 1 do not hear his voice, 
He then takes joy and rest. 


So oft he comes, when most I live, 
When list’ning to a song, 

Or when my dreaming heart enjoys 
Sweet nature, hours long. 


He drives me from the beauteous spot 
Where morning sheds her rays, 

And sends me where but labor waits 
For me to pass my days. 


He told me calm to be and strong, 
Whene’er my heart has bled, 

And when I asked, ‘* Oh, let me cry !” 
He said, ‘‘ Take work, forget.” 


He grieves me oft, and stil! gives rest, 
I toliow in the end ; 

He is my helper, and my plague, 
My plague, and still my friend. 

For if I follow then round me shines 
A light of golden hue. 

What is his name? ’ Tis “ Duty” sure, 
My faithful friend and true. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOE WAVE. 
[From The Christian at Work.]} 


W E congratulate Christian people on the cessa- 
tion of much of the Sabbath-school nonsense 
with which the land has been afflicted. For a long 
while there has been a mania on the Sabbath-school 
question, showing itself in doggerel hymns, clap- 
trap, and superfluous religious machinery, which 
made the Sabbath a frolic rather than an improve- 
ment to the souls of the young. The church is tired 
of this, and there is now coming up another wave of 
Sabbath-school interest which means the sound edu- 
cation and eternal salvation of our youthful popu- 
lations. Sabbath-schools are a failure unless they 
secure an everlasting result. We want consecrated 
men and women to teach. Masculine teachers who 
sit twirling their whiskers so as to look handsome 
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before the young ladies, and feminine teachers who 

spend half the Sabbath-school hour in adjusting 
their fine millinery, are not fit for the revived and 

earnest Sabbath-school of to-day. We believe that 
the last two years have reconstructed this institution, 
It has at last taken its place where it belongs, not as 
a mere Sabbath amusement, but a grand, aggressive, 

all-conquering influence for redeeming the world, 


A REFORMED LIQUOR DEALER'S 
STORY.* 


WAS a liquor dealer for seven years, and [I will 

tell you how I got out of that business. About 
fourteen months since, in February, 1874, a delega- 
tion of the Christian Women’s Temperance Union in 
the city of Brooklyn called at my saloon. I have 
had five saloons altogether running at the same time, 
but then I had but three, and this one on the corner 
of Fulton Street and Red Hook Lane, Brooklyn, was 
the principal one, where I kept my chief stock of 
liquors ; I supplied the other saloons from it. They 
came into this saloon and commenced to talk to me 
about my soul’s salvation and about the business I 
had been engaged in. What they said had a power- 
ful effect upon me. They asked if they could not 
pray there. I said “ Yes,” and*they prayed and sang 
and spent there nearly an hour that afternoon. Three 
or four days afterwards they called again and had 
the same ceremony again, the same conversation over 
again. I was prepared to accept the whole thing. 
They asked me then if they could not hold a meet- 
ing in the saloon on the next evening—that was Sun- 
day evening. I said, “ Yes; and perhaps that will 
be the last day that I will ever sell liquor; it may be 
the turning point.” So ten of them came Sunday 
evening and they held a meeting; I didn’t know 
there were ten coming, and I had nine of my cus- 
tomers there and myself sitting in the saloon read- 
ing-room. Thev commenced the services, a prayer- 
meeting, which lasted from 7.30 to 10 o’clock, and the 
other nine and myself were converted that evening. 
Each one got a soul that evening. 

Next day I opened up an entrance in the sewer so 
that I could let the bungs get into it and I emptied 
all the liquor I had in my saloon into the sewer and 
closed up all three of the saloons. The principal 
stock of liquors, as I said, was in this saloon, and 
there the stock went, all into the sewers. It was two 
days and two nights emptying. I sent word to every 
one to whom I owed anything, and as long as I had 
it they got it. My landlord thought I was crazy, and 
proposed to put me into the lunatic asylum when he 
saw the “destruction of all this property,” as he 
called it. I said, “I am free from this slavery, and I 
am not going to turn round and sell out to any one 
else to keep on the same business.” 

I was offered $3,000 for my stock and I wonldn’t 
take it—wouldn’t touch it. I was offered $1.500 for 
the balance of my lease and I wouldn’t tonch that, 
because I knew it was for liquor dealers. I said, “ I 
will hold the building in my name and let it to sub- 
tenants to carry on a different business.” I let it, 
divided into three small stores, and I have a profit 
rent coming in, after paying all expenses, of $25 a 
month. I could have a profit rent of $150 a month 
if Llet the place out for liquor business; but I did 
not, and I will hold the lease to the balance of the 
ten years it has to run; it has run three years. 

My parents were religious people and I had been 
religiously educated, and for three months before this 
time the spirit of God had been striving with me. I, 
had had a praying mother; she died three months 
ago; she used to say she wished to live long enough 
to see me saved and she did. I had not attended 
church for seven years, I knew I couldn’t consist- 
ently do so while I was in the liquor business, and I 
couldn’t be a hypocrite. But the seed that was sown 
early at length brought forth fruit. I found such 
great peace when the tremendous load was removed 
from my mind and heart, and then I felt that I had 
something to do. Sol asked God what I eenld do, 
and I got an answer; if there ever was a God-given 
answer to mortal, I got it. My way lay before me. 
I went around among my fellow liquor-dealers. I 
had been the secretary of the Liquor Dealers’ Asso- 
ciation for many years, and had in that capacity gone 
to Albany frequently to strive to get laws passed in 
our favor, and being the chairman of their Executive 
Committee and about as intelligent a member as they 
had in their body, they looked up to me for a good 
deal of help. And I thought I could go around and 
preach the gospel to them in their bar-rooms or in 
their reading-rooms, and tell them what God had» 
done for me, in order that I might get some of them 
out of the business, They were very angry with me, 
and some of them used me very badly. 

I-lost my house. There was a mortgage on it, and 
the liquor-dealers bought the mortgage and foreclosed 
it before I could get a chance to redeem it. I had 
paid $9,000 for it, and it was sold for $3,000, and it 
was ail done so suddenly that I could take no meas- 
sures to prevent it. But I never had a loss that gave 
me so little uneasiness; I didn’t care about it. I 
said that God would provide for me otherwise. 

Meanwhile I was going around, evening after 
evening, day after day, talking with these men. 
Some of them received me very kindly—they thought 
to get me back again. They offered me large stocks 
of liquors and $3,000 in cash to commence on, if I 

*Told by Capt. Cotter, of Brooklyn, N. Y., to a short-hand 
reporter, and published in The Idus.rated Chiistian Weekly. 
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would only start again. I seid, “No; if you gave 
me a million of dollars [ would not start again. I 
would rather die, like Lazarus, with the dogs licking 
my sores than go to hell in chariots of gold.” I was 
the means of converting two of these men, who 
closed up their stores and are now in Wisconsin ; 
their wives were Christian women, There were in 
Brooklyn 3,110 liquor saloons and I accomplished 
the conversion of only these two with all my talking. 

When [ found that “ moral suasion” had so little 
effect, [ went at it in a legal way. I got up the Kings 
County Brooklyn League, an organization of some 
temperance men, and I endeavored to get them to do 
something. I examined the excise law of our state, 
and I’ made the first complaint ever made for the 
violation of the Sabbath law, the law against liquor 
selling on the Sabbath. The commissioners didn’t 
know how to try it; it was new to them—they were 
puzzled, because they never had anything of the kind 
before. The first trial I went to the liquor men 
threatened to murder me. Crowds gathered in the 
public streets around the place of meeting of the 
Excise Board, and they were furious, To think of 
me, a liquor dealer, and then, a member of their 
own society! They looked upon me as a kind of 
traitor. It was a desperate undertaking, you know; 
but I did it; produced my evidence, produced the 
law, and the license of this place was revoked, with 
three others, after a hard trial of several days. I 
had no lawyer; I was complainant, I was witness, 
and I was my own counsel, 

Every week after that for six months I had from 
eight to ten cases, until of the 3.188 licenses that 
were then held in Brooklyn, I had 276 revoked ; very 


few lawyers, I fancy, gain so good a percentage of 
their cases. 





THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN. 
(From The Victoria Magazine.] 


THE child has a right fo ask questions and to be 
. fairly answered: not to be snubbed, as if he were 
guilty of an impertinence; nor ignored, as though his 
desire for information were of no consequence; nor 
misled, as if it did not signify whether true or false 
impressions were made upon his mind. 
He has a right to be taught everything which he de- 
sires to learn, and to be made certain, when any asked- 
for information is withheid, that it is only deferred 


- till he is older and better prepared to receive it. 


Answering a child’s questions is sowing the seed of 
its future character. The slight impression of to-day 
may have become a rule of life twenty years hence. 
A youth in crossing the fields dropped cherry-stones 
from his mouth, and in old age retraced his steps by 
the trees laden with luscious fruit. But many a par- 
ent whose heart is lacerated by a child’s ingratitude 
might say, 


The thorns I bleed withal are of the tree I planted. 


To answer rightly a child’s questions would give 
scope for the wisdom of all the ancients; and to 
illustrate needed precept by example would require 
the exercise of every Christian virtue. 

If. The child has a right fo be let alone. By which I 
mean he should have the sovereignty of his person, 
and immunity from invasion. It may be fine sport 
for grown people to victimize children as they do; 
to tumble their hair with a clumsily caressing 
hand, pinch their cheeks or ears, tweak their noses, 
or playfully trip them up as they are crossing the 
room; to catch a timid little girl and toss her to the 
ceiling; or subject a sensitive, bashful boy to the 
ordeal of indiscriminate kissing. But every such 
act is an unwarranted liberty, and no less an in- 
vasion of personal rights than if practised upon the 
highest dignitary of the land. In fact, it is rather 
more so than less; for the child cannot protect 
himself, or even show displeasure, without subject- 
ing himself to rebuke. If there is any right that 
is inalienable, it is that of every human soul to the 
tenement with which God has invested it; to be safe 
from so much as the touch of a finger except at its 
own option. 

The beauty of all our relations is marred by this 
coarse familiarity. We need to learn more reverence; 
to be reminded that every human form, whether of 
adult or of little child, embodies a thought of God; 
to hear anew the voice from the bush saying, “ Put 
off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy ground.” 

ILI. The child has a right /o his individuality, to 
be himself and no other; to maintain against the 
world the divine fact for which he stands. And 
before this fact, father, mother, instructor, should 
stand reverently; seeking rather to understand and 
interpret its significance than to wrest it from its 
original purpose. It is not necessarily to be in- 
scribed with the family name, nor written over with 
family traditions. Nature delights in surprises, and 
will not guarantee that the children of her poets shall 
sing, or that every Quaker baby shall take kindly 
to drab color, or have an inherent longing for a scoop- 
bonnet, or a broad-brimmed hat. 

IV. The child has a right to companionship. Not 
more surely does the plant turn its leaves to tne light 
than does the child seek to share with the parent 
every thought and emotion. If your boy does not 
talk to you of his projects, of his successes at school, 
and his mishaps oa the play-ground; if your little 
girl has nothing to say of her experiences 
during the hours that she is away from you, 
of the playmates whom she loves, or of the 
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teacher, who, to her thinking, is not quite 
fair; if,in a word, you have not your 
child’s full confidence, be sure that it is 

our fault, not his; that you have some- 
low failed in your duty toward him; and 
you should not rest till you have bridged 
over the chasm, and placed yourself be- 
side him as faithful counselor and ten- 
derest friend. 

But, while giving needed support, do 
not fail to recognize, in the clinging, de- 
pendent child of to-day, the responsible 
man or woman of a few years hence. Leave 
space between you for growth, Separate 
the young life sufficiently from your own 
to secure to it the conditions most favor- 
able to its proper development. 

The object to be attained is not the 
illustration of your theories, not by any 
means your Se sme or convenience, not 
even the embodiment of your ideal; but 
a recognition from the outset of a fact 
beyond you, a character to be developed 
oe to the laws of its own being; 
the unfolding from a child of a self-cen- 
tered, self-directing man or woman; the 
securing to a soul the power to make 
good the faculties of itself. 

Do not forget that, in all matters that 
my with safety be left to the child, your 
office is merely that of counselor, not by 
any means that of autocrat. Make him 
feel from the first that your government 
is only provisional, and that he is to fit 
himself as rapidly as possible for the 
sovereignty of his own life. Do not 
burden him with laws, nor hedge him 
about with orders, nor bind him with 
promises. Implant at the centre of his 
being the desire to do right; and, having 
done this, be sure that you have pro- 
vided for every emergency in the Best 
manneér that is possible for you. 

You need not fear to tell him that the 
whole of life is a school for the learning 
of that one lesson; that you, as well as 
he, are often in the wrong ; and that you 
no less than he, need daily to kneel and 


- ask God to forgive your mistakes and 


help you to become better. Not a pope, 
but a parent, is the child’s need; not an 
assumed infallibility, but candor and in- 
tegrity of purpose; not a guide who is 
never in error, but one who, in spite of 
errors, can command confidence. To be 
always Near enough to give needed sup- 
, always far enough removed not to 
invade; and to consider first, last, and 
always, the best interests of the child,— 
these are the offices rendered extremely 
difficult by two strong elements of hu- 
man nature,—the love of exercising au- 
thority, and the love of serving one be- 
loved. “ Ask no questions, but do as I 
bid you,” is the language’ of the first; 
“T will do all for you,” is the language 
of the second, Both utterances are sel- 
fish, and below the standard of a true 
ang wg ** Do you realize that you be- 
ong to me? that but for me you had 
never been?” said a father to his son. 
“And had I been consulted, I would 
sooner not have been, than have been 
the son of such a father,” was the bitter, 
but not inappropriate, answer. jk 
The old Varbarion still clings to us. 
We interpret too literally the term, “‘ my 
child,” and assume ownership, where 
only guardianship was intended. They 
are nut Ours, these young immortals; not 
wax, to be moulded to any pattern that 
may please us; not tablets, to be in- 
scribed with our names, or written over 
with our pet theories. Images of God, 
filled with his life, consecrated to his 
work, destined to an immortality of 
growth and individual development, we 
may not confiscate them to our uses, nor 
prescribe their sphere, nor fancy that 
our care of their irfaney has mortgaged 
to ovr convenience their after life. 
Paternity imposes duties, it does not 
merely establish claims. I confess I have 
little sympathy for parents who complain 
of the ingratitude of children. if the 
stream is muddy, it is safe to infer that 
the fountain was not pure. All talk 
about obligation is futile: “With what 
measure ye mete it shall be measured to 
you again.” If you would have love, be 
lovable as well as loving; if loyalty, be 
loyal; if lJarge-hearted devotedness, be 
maguanimous in giving. 


CHINESE IN CALIFORNIA. 
[The Rev. C. N. Fitch, in New York Observer. } 


VHE number of Chinese at present 
under Christian influence is about 


, 2,000. The Presbyterian mission is the 


oldest. It is under the able direction of 
Rev. J. M. Condit, and located at the 
corner of Stockton and Sacramento streets. 





This mission has two Americans who 
speak the Cantonese dialect, lecturing, 
teaching, and preaching in it. 

The evening that I visited the mission, 
the house was densely packed. I should 
say there were eight hundred Chinese, 
mostly young men, and invariably ex- 
pressing interest in the servicer, which 
were conducted without sensational ef- 
fort to excite wonder at the cost of so- 
lemnity. Printed hymns, part in Eng- 
lish and part in Chinese, hung on the 
walls, y eyes beheld with astonish- 
ment the earnestness displayed by these 
naturally wndemonstrative fellows. A 
half dozen good singers on the front 
seats led the rest, in either our lan 
or their own, with an enthusiasm I was 
not prepared to see in a stolid China- 
man. I can’t but think that there is soil 
worth cultivating beneath that rat-and- 
tan complexion—that sort of deceptive 
physiognomy which, when it smiles, seems 
to go through you like a steel blade. I 
am told that John, although hitherto 
undemonstrative, is capable of evincing 
real and abiding earnestness and some 
enthusiasm when the gospel comes to 
him, and that the hymns, “ The old,old 
story,” and the rites of the gospel, awake 
sincere emotion in breasts that before 
seemed callous to sympathetic appeals. 

This mission has sixty-five active mem- 
bers. They are, as a rule, devoted, con- 
sistent, and liberal. While their religion 
is not without emotion, as has been no- 
ticed above, it is found, however, that 
appeals to the judgment meet with bet- 
ter responses than to their sympathies. 
John is naturally cold and cynical, but 
withal liberal, not shutting up his 
“ bowels of compassion” when seeing his 
“brother have need.” Their contribu- 
tions for benevolent objects will compare 
well with those of any other nation- 


x - 
here is one fundamental difference 
existing in the methods of managing the 
missions on the Pacific coast. The Pres- 
byterians go upon the idea that the gos- 
pel will be better received by the Chi- 
nese if given in their own tongue, The 
Congregational mission teaches and 
— in English, on the idea that the 
hinese dialect is barren of phrases 
suitable for transmitting the pure gospel 
to the mind of the “Celestial.” Both 
missions prosper, however, about equally 
well, and it is difficult, at this stage of 
progress, to say which mode is based on 
the best idea. . . . 


A CRUMBLING EMPIRE. 
(Geo. M. Towle, in The Independent. ] 


Ts floating debt of Turkey is not far 
from two hundred millions of dollars. 
Every year the Sultan’s finance minister 
reports what may be called a “decoy 
budget,” in which the receipts just cover 
the expenditures ; but nobody takes the 
pains to pretend to believe his story. 
The truth is, that every year brings with 
it an inevitable and heavy deficit. The 
Sultan is eternally borrowing, ever at in- 
creasing rates of interest. His debt is 
already a hopeless burden; it can never 
be shaken off. And how do the immense 
sums go which are thus raised? The Sul- 
tan has the largest civil list in Europe 
and one-eleventh of the whole revenue is 
spent on his household. He does not 
build new roads ; he does not provide an 
efficient police; he does not establish 
schools, He supports a great and luxu- 
rious harem; he rears splendid palaces ; 
he subsidizes theatres and opera houses. 
Meanwhile, every bey governing a pro- 
vince, every pasha ruling a district is busy 
grinding a fortune out of the people ; the 
judges take bribes with unblushing open- 
ness ; petty officials only imitate the cor- 
ruptions of their superiors. 

he visitor to Constantinople cannot 
fail to be struck with its beauty and 
splendor, its busy and brilliant bazars, 
its appearance of active trade and com- 
mercial prosperity. Constantinople be- 
lies and hides the real wretchedness of 
the Empire; yet Constantinople is, be- 
neath the surface, bad enough, It is a 
refuge and haven for adventurers and 
swindiers and impostors from every 
corner of the world, Here you find “the 
worst scum of Western pseudo-enterprise 
and rascality—Europeans degraded into 
the baseness of Asiatic vice, and Asiatics 
refined into the finish of European scoun- 
drelism.” The capital seems thriving ; 
but its very prosperity is a gilded sham. 
The Sultan lives in a state of sumptuous 
splendor, which dazzles, but cannot de- 
ceive, Apparently a great and absolute 
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monarch, he is really, if not the dupe,s 


the victim of the insatiable rapacity of 
sultanas and favorites, the protector of 
the most inveterate abuses, and the help- 
less master of a host of corrupt officials. 
Lord Carlisle, on being asked what he 
found in Turkey, replied: “ Deserted vil- 
lages, uncultivated plains, banditti- 
haunted mountains, torpid laws, a cor- 
et administration, a disappearing peo- 
p e,” 


THE DEAD STOP. 
(The Rev. Julius H. Ward, in The Christian Union } 


<i: is what you say in regulating the 

time on the race course or inspeak- 
ing of a train of cars suddenly arrested 
in its ip pe It is what you say of 
men who die of apoplexy. It is what 
you say of a man who has been suddenly 
cut off in a vicious life. “It is the convic- 
tion of the bank robber when he enters 
the state prison. It isa man’s judgment 
of himself when he knows that his days 
are numbered. The dead stop is more 
frequently the thought of men’s minds 
than they think or care to acknowledge. 
In these days of hurry and over-work, 
the dead stop is the only way in which 
nature can utter her protest, even if the 
stroke comes too late to benefit the suf- 
ferer. How many business men among 
us go on till they drop down dead! 
Everybody is surprised, but look into 
their career and you discover that they 
went met life by the lightning ex- 
press, and though they did not reach the 
age of Dr. Holmes’s wonderful One Horse 
Shay, they stopped suddenly as that did, 
and went to pieces all at once. In these 
days of monopoly and hard times and 
great mental strain and keen competition, 
men are rapidly exhausted. The Lon- 
don merchant goes home at night, throws 
his exhausted body upon the sofa, sleeps 
six or eight hours, and renews the fight 
the next morning at nine o’clock. The 
New York broker puts the work of 
twenty-four hours into six; the railway 
mener takes a roadway of fifty miles 
and back, is working no longer than the 
broker, and both are thoroughly ex- 
hausted men and soon break down. The 
demand of life is so excessive in its drain 
upon the nervous system that unless men 
put on the breaks they come to the dead 
stop; the body refuses to act; and the 
mind is no longer the organ of control or 
the will the organ of command. 

We may see this in one another, and 
we may not. The wear and tear of life 
is immense. It is increasing. Nobody 
can help it. The wrecks of men and 
women are 80 numerous, people who 
have come to a dead stop in middle life 
and with the burdens of the age upon 
them, that every housebold is like the 
Egyptian homes before Israel departed. 
There is not a house in which there is 
not one dead. The havoc is terrible. We 
are becoming a race of maniacs and im- 
_ It is the dead stop in actual 
ife. 

This is also seen in the religious life 
in the inner movements of the soul. We 
come to God with bodies exhausted, 
with hearts tainted by the atmosphere of 
worldliness, with minds overburdened 
with the details of affairs. We cannot 
pray; we cannot make religion a real- 
ity ; men cannot stop for religion ; Chris- 
tian people starve their souls; they have 
no time to meditate; they have hardly 
time for the ministrations of charity; 
business engulfs everything; and life is 
simply one perpetual whirl of excite- 
ment and desperation. The life of God 
in the soul comes to a dead stop. This 
is precisely the disease of very many of 
the best-hearted men and women of these 
days. Their religious strength is ab- 
sorbed in the distractions of their posi- 
tion, and it requires great resolution and 
intense courage of scul to keep the di- 
vine spark alive and aglow. Yet if men 
and women are ever to be anything in 
religion, as God made them capable of 
being, this life is the time to begin, and 
the unseen universe will be the realm in 
which they will grow out to proper full- 
ness of spiritual stature. 

What we say to each one, in these 
hurrying days, is to look especially to 
the teal stop in the ordinary and in the 
religious life. It is too evident that very 
many have been overtaken by it, and the 
religious wrecks are not less numerous 
than the bodily and mental ruins which 
present themselves whenever we open 
our eyes. Let us hold up in time, and 
use the forces of life wisely, discreetly, 
soberly, in the fear of God. 
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BUSINESS DEP. ARTMENT. 


UGH A. CLARKE, Professor of Music 

in the University of Pennsylvania, has 
given, in Clarke’s New Method for the 
Piano Forte, a work which is destined to 
supersede instructors heretofore in vogue. 
It will be sent by mail for $3.75, by Book 
and Music Houses. 











ARRIAGES of workmanship equal to 

the best, are now made in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, by Crang, Breep & Co., who in 
addition to their extensive business in the 
manufacture of Hearses, now make heavy 
work only in the carriage line, but confine 
themselves exclusively to work of the 
highest order. 





AGENTS WANTED. 


$200 A month to Agents everywhere. Address 
Excelsior M’ pet: 151 Mich. Av. 028A ll. 


) a any: at heme Ageus wanted. Outfit and 
l ponwen Sacto TRUE & CO., arm, Maine. 


$4 to $20 ES. cr, poperes 


H to cane. To mabe Frames, Easels, Passe, 
0 Picture a etc. Send two pend - 
book and — . JAY GOULD, Boston, 


$77 A WEEK to Agents, old ona ‘een, Male 


and Female, in their locality. Terms and 
Address, 


OUTFIT FREE. , P.O. Vickgry & Co., 

es het Maine. 
AGENTS WANTED. ‘TEE CENTENNIAL 
ted States sh the grand d results of 1(0 years 


of oe and i Progress New and complete. 
Over 1000 pages. Iliustrated. Pa Ay buys 
it, and agents make from $100 to $200 a montn. 

— . C. MoCURDY & CO., Philadelphia, Pa. 





LEASANT AND PROFITABLE EMPLOY- 
MENT. “ Beautiful !” “ Charming !” “Oh, how 
ovely |” “ Whatare they worth,” etc. Such are the 
exclamations of ——-s who see the large, elegant 
new Chromos prodused by the European and 
American Chromo Publishing Company. Every 
one will want them. It aires no tal to 
sell the pictures, the ak for themselves. Can- 
vassers, gents. and ies and gentlemen out of 
employment, will find this the fal parfculars send ever 

o make meee. te any culars send 
reulars. 


“pe CuEs con 
LEASON & CO., 738 Washington St 8t., mn. 


AGENTS WANTED FOR 


PATHWAYS OF 
THE HOLY LAND 


Being a full description of ae. its History, 

Ania. Inhabitants and Customs, according 
to the Great Discoveries recently made by the 

Palestine — Expeditions. It se “ 

sight. send for our extra terms to Agents, an 

see why it sells faster than any other book. 

RPationai Sener stan \saemncanaiindnte Pa. 


WANTED! 
A First-Class Business Mao, 


WITH SOME EXPERIENCE 


AS A CANVASSER 


TO TAKE CHARGE OF THE 


STATE OF MICHIGAN, 
And Hire and Train Agents, 


I WILL PAY 
A SALARY OR COMMISSION 


ADDRESS, STATING AGE, EXPERIENCE, 
AND SALARY WANTED, 


W. J. HOLLAND, 
Springfield, Mass 
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DENTAL. 


DR. TAYLOR’ Ss. 


Cleans and beautifies the Teeth without Samad 
to the enamel. WARRANTED 


General Depot: 2003, Walnut Street, 
4’@-S80LD BY ALL reenenenietsed 


am, A Beautiful Bet 7” ‘Gum Teeth $15, 
re uted om made; solid taf fll. 
; ailver fi ew York 

Esta Sishad 1851. 4 eA 262 6th Avenue. 


Celebrated Tooth Paste | 
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EDUCATIONAL. 


APLEWOOD INSTITUTE, FOR BOTH 

sexes, 21 miles west of Philadelphia, earnest 

teachers, ‘able lecturers, incorporated, trustees 

wh JOS. SHORTLIDG A.M., Concord- 
2, 


VOICE CULTURE. 
often of Stammering and all other Defect 


1224 Chestnut St. by M. F. EATON, 


Professor in National School of oe and 
Oratory, 1418 Chetnut Streets, Phil 


T - r by | 
WM. FEWSMITH’S 
SCHOOL. 
Rooms Central and Commodious. 
Instruction Thorough and Systematic. 
Pupils fitted for College or for Business. 
1008 Chestnut St., Phila. 


CRITTENDEN’S 
NEW BUSINESS COLLEGE, 


1324 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
SAM’L W. CRITTENDEN, Principal. 
Author of “Crittenden’s Treatise on _ Book- 
keeping.” No classes. Separate rooms for Ladies. 
Evening sessions, after september lich. Send 
for circulars giving full particulars. 





INDUSTRIAL EXPOSITION. 





| gest Grand Exposition of the TRADESMEN’s 
INDUSTRIAL INsTITUTR, Pittsburgh, Pa., opens 
October 7, closes November 6. Address A. J. 
NELLIS, Pres. T. I. I. 








UNDERTAKERS. 


A. Corr & co. 


Successors 
General Peenkunien 
—435 VINE 58 


<> JAMES MeKNIGHT, 
2010 Fairmount Av. | Furvishing Undertaker 


WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON. 
Furnishing Undertakers, 
Ne. 1216 BRACE STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


earse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour during 
the night or day. W. JAMES ATTWOOD. 








CHURCH FUBNITURE, ETc. 


ROBERT PATON & SON, 


chart ali Si Fea 





SETTEES, BLACK BOARDS, & 
ae 26 Grove Street, New York. 
—Our Patent Reversible Settees are ac- 
aeaniaied favorites. Bleecker Street and 8th 
Avenue cars pase within one block of the door. 


— ome — for Coane. 


5 J. & R. LAMB.59.CARMIINE ST.N.Y 


‘CHAIRS COMMUNION Tables 


Exclusively for CHURCH PURPOSES. 


Silk S. S. Banners in colors & gold, $5. 
Catalogues, 4 860 Tilus., | post-free, 15 ctu, 
















John Gibson—Piain, Decorative & Fresco Painting, 


J. GH GIBSON cise tas 


j Antique Church Glass, 
128 & 125 South Eleventh 8t., Phila. 








CHURCH BELLS. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 


Superior Bells of Co 
mounted with the best Ho 
ings, for Chwrches, 









Warrante 
llustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
VANDUZEN & TIFT, 
102 and 104 Bast Secend &t.,Cine:naal 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 


BELL FOUNDERS, 
Troy, New York, 


Manufacture a Superior Quality of BELLS. CHURCH 
and CHAPEL BELLS a Specialty. 
ae Tustrated pene nated ranstetiati 





GUNS, 


$15. 00 SHOT GUN. 


A double barrel gun, bar or front action locks; 
warranted genuine twist barrels, and a 
shooter, or no sale; with Flask, Pouch and Wad- 
cutter, for $15. Can be sent C. 0. D. with privi- 
lege to examine panes wer, bill. Send stamp 





for circular to P. & SON, 238 Main 
Btreet, Cincinnati, Ohio 








PATEAT BR ACE. 


EVERY MAN should wear 
them. Specially adapted 
to Clergymen, Students, 
and all persons of seden- 
tary habits. For sale by 
dealers generally, and by 
Cleve’d Shoulder Brace Co., 
Cieveland, Uhio. Send 
postpaid on receipt of 
$1.50 and Chest measure. 


&@ Ask for 
PRATT’S PATENT BRACE. 


CONFECTIONERY. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS, 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL CHILDREN, 
THE READERS OF THE TIMES 


Should Patronize the Popular 
Dining and Ice Cream Rooms 
OF G. BYRON MORSE, 


913 ARCH STREET, PHILA. 





 ENSURANCE. 
1825. 1875. 
THE PENNSYLVANIA 
INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1825. 
Capital, $400,000.00. - - Assets, $1,572,139 92. 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. owen nr 


FIRE 


e AR DEN SEEDS. 


DUTCH BULBOUS ROOTS,| 


HYACINTHS, TULIPS, LILIES, 


and sll Bulbs, Pants and Seeds for Fall Planting, 
outside, or for growi ng in the house and conuserva- 
tory. Descriptive Catalogue mailed free. 


HENRBY A. DREER, 
fSeedsman and Florist, Philadelphia. 








RAILROADS. 


Neat YORK via LONG BRANCH AND THE 





NEW JERSEY SOUTHERN RAILROAD. 
between Philadelphia and New York only 
$2.25. Commencing Monday, June 28, 1875, 


Leave — foot of Market Street. 


r Fe 

ie 1 ay (e ok York, Long Branch, Tucker- 
ton and ‘ail Way Stations. 

8 30 A.M. Suprens, for New York, Long Branch 
and Ocean Grove. 

1.00 pw. For New York, Long Branch, Ocean 
Grove and a River. 

Express, for Long Branch, Ocean Grove. Tuck- 
erton R.R., Whitings Barnegat and Tuckerton. 

Returning leave New York, Pier 8, N.R. 9.45 a.m. 
1.00 and 3 30 p.m. 

Parlor cars through to Sandy Hook on 8 30 a.m. 


train. 
Ticket offices—No. 700 Chestnut Street, and 
Market Street Ferry. 
Reduced rates for Special Excursion Trains to 
Long Branch, to Sunday-schools and Churches. 
Sundays. Leave Philadelphia 8 a.m. Returning 
leave Long Branch 5.10 P.M. 
WM. 8. SNEDEN, CHAS P. McFADDIN, 
Gen’l Manager. _ Gen’ 1 Ticket Agent 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


“ROYAL SONGS” 


Our New Book for Sabbath-Schools. 


“ROYAL SONGS” 


Sure to be a Favorite. 
SPECIMEN PAGES SENT FREE. 


AMERICAN ,TRACT SOCIETY, New York. 
Philadelphia : 1512 Chestnut Street. H.N.Tu 





VND OL ODER 


class practice are, be- 
yond question, su- 
perior to those gener 
ally found in works 
of this kind. They 
have been collated 
fiom many sources, 
and most of them are 
the best productions 
of fvoriie authors. 


Vineyard 
Of Dong, 


contains a large 
amountofchoiceand 
valuable material 
available for Cho- 
ruses, and it is be- 
lieved to be without 
a rival for use at 
Conventions » nd Mu- 
sical Institutes. 
Price, 75 cts. 


Make a Mistake 


When selecting a 
Music Beok for your 
singing Class or Mu- 
sical Convention, re- 
member that 


Vineyard 
Of Song 


has been declared by 
Teachers and others 
the Best Work extant 
for Singing Classes 
and Musical Conven- 
tions. 

The Rudimenta) 
or Elementary De- 
partment, is con. 
ceded to be unsur- $7.50 per doz. copies. 
passed ; it is concise a@-fent by mail, on 
and yet very thor- receipt of Retail 
ough and complete. Price. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
PUBLISHERS, 

76 East Ninth St., New York. 

91 Washington St.. Chicago. 


DNOS AO Wi 








NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


“WIDE AWAKE” 


THE NEW ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE, OF ALL AGES, 


Is everywhere pronounced the most attractive 
and valuable, aad cheapest magazine of its kind 
ever published. Send $2.00 for it, and make your 
children re! all the “yer round, 


D. ROP & ©W., Boston, are the 
publishers. 








IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT! 


A new book for Conventions, Staging Clas-es, 
and Churches. 


“THE CHOICE.” 


BY JAS. McGRANAHAN & C. C. CASE. 
THE BEST AND ONLY 


The Pepus | Cc H O I “$i E! 


The Pupiis«’ 
Every body’s 
Contains 192 pages, embracing Entirely New 
Singing School artment ; Original and Strik- 
ing Exercises and Sxamples ; Stirring Part-Songs 
and Choruses ; Beautiful Solos; Kousing. Rounds 
and Graceful Glees. 
EVERYTHING CHOICE. 
Mer, - ty works ofthe kind. 
e “Choice” contains a large 
IMPORTANT | " cottection of standard Chureh 
nes. r use of Choirs an 
PEATURE Congregations, and 
SIXTY PAGES OF ANTHEMS. 
Price, 75 cents; $7.50 per dozen. Single Specimen 
Copies sent, post-paid, on receipt of retail price. 
PUBLISHED BY 
JOHN CHURCH «€ CO., 


C1 NOI NNATI, o. 


A NEW MUSICAL BRA! 


ALL CAN LEARN TO SING. 


The moet Natural and Eary syrtem of Music yet 
discovered ; learned in one-fourth the 
time of any other. 


TEMPLE HARP. 
A New Music ~Sre. above system, for 


CRYSTAL GEMS. 
For Sabbath-schools, same system. Specimen 
pages mailed free. Teachers wanted as Agents, 
— Lewy & PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
Nos. 1102 & 1104 Sansom St., Philadelphia 


JUST ISSUED 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
1334 CHESTNUT ‘ ST., PHILADA. 


THE REVISED EDITION 


OF THE 


ie of the Presbyterian 


CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES. 
BY REV. E. H. GILLETT, D.D., 


Author of “ Life and Times of John Huss,” “God 
in Human Thought,” “ ancient Cities and 
Empires,” * Life Lessons,” etc. 


Two Vols. Each 600 pages. Price $5. 





On its first appearance this History was recog- 
nized by all branches of the Presbyterian famuy 
asa work of eminent truthfulness and merit, and 
received the warm commendation of their scho- 
lars and periodicals. 

So far as the statement of facts are concerned, 
very litte change was required in the Revised 
Edition; but what before was asserted without 
qualification, as to the relation and action of the 
two parties in times of controversy and division, 
has been so modified that the party by whom 
such assertion was regarded as Bistorically true 
or just is alone made responsible for it. In other 
wordr, the historian has allowed each party to 
speak for itself, re peptementing its own views, woile 
the reader is lett A wen to draw his own con- 

‘clusions. Please address orders to 


JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent, 


Ghoreh History Stories 


BY EMMA LESLIE. 
ILLUSTRATED. - 12mo. - EACH $1.50. 


Big og A Story of Athens in the First 





LAVIA; or, tennk unto the End. A Tale of 
the Church in the Second Century. 


VADSATUE. A Tale of the World in the 
Church 


YESHA. A Tale of the Times of Mo- 
hammed. 


These volumes are written in graphic style and 
with sustained interest They furnish clear and 
unexaggerated pictures of the struggies and tri- 
umphs of the faith in those trying periods, and 
are worth more than an “undred of the weak 
fictions which are pushed into Sunday-school 
Libraries.— From Christian at Work. 


Address, NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 


805 BROADWAY, N. Y¥. 
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EVANGELICAL, 
UNSECTARLAN, 
OUTSPOKEN, 


The oldest, the most influential, and by 
ar the most widely circulated Sunday- 
achool newspaper in the world is 


The Sunday-school Times. 


No other Sunday-school periodical has such 
a corps of correspondents as this. None 
other can offer to Sunday-school workers 
such varied and valuable aid in the pre- 
paration of their lessons, week by week, 
and in their other duties in and out of Sun- 
day-echool. 

For more than sixteen years this has 
been the leading Sunday-school newspaper 
of the world, 
ing pace with the rapid progress.of the 
Sunday-echool cause. Its columns supply 
the freshest and best material in the line of 
EXPOSITIONS OF THE INTERNA- 

TIONAL LESSONS, 
HINTS TO SUPERINTENDENTS, 
SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS, 


NOTES FOR PRIMARY-CLASS 
TEACHERS, 


SPECIMEN OPENING AND CLOS- 
ING EXERCISES, 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL HYMNS AND 
MUSIC, 


BLACKBOARD EXERCISES, 


TEACHERS’ INSTALLATION 
SERVICES, 


PLANS FOR THE TEACHERS’- 
MEETING, 


MODES OF BIBLE-STUDY, 
NORMAL NOTES, 


EXERCISES FOR THE SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL CONCERT, 


OUTLINES OF BIBLE-READINGS, 


It is still in advance, keep- 


CONVENTION AND INSTITUTE 
PROGRAMMES, 

HELPS FOR THE CHILDREN’S 
PREACHER, 
ILLUSTRATIONS FROM BIBLE- 
LANDS, 


RELIGIOUS MISCELLANY, 
DEVOTIONAL READING, 
SERMONS, ESSAYS, anp ADDRESSES, 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL INTELLIGENCE, 
CONVENTION REPORTS, 


NEWS OF REVIVAL WORK. 
Indeed the paper which gives the best help 
to all who would study or teach the Bible— 
whether as pastors, as Sunday-school teach- 
era, or as Christian parents, is 


The Suuday-Nehool ‘Times. 


Published every Saturday at 82 a year, 
in advance. (With large reductions to Clubs, 
as per published Terms.) 


ADDRESS, 


The Sunday-School Times, 


610 CHESTNUT STREET, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


The New York Orrice is at the Sun- 
day-school Teachers’ Reading Room, 304 
Fourth Avenue, Y. M. C. A, Building. E. 
P, Waturna, Agent. 
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INSURANCE, 


Te EU 


LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY, 


No. 120 BROADWAY, 


NEW YORE. 


CASH ASSETS.....s.0-csseceeeesesssseececensenens 
ANNUAL INCOME.....0-000+ 
BURPLUS......000ccceverreseeeneesees 


The assets of the Society are re- 
curely invested according to law. 

The Business is conducted on the 
mutual plan, by which the profits enure to 
the benefit of the policy-holders, and are 
annually divided among them. 

All ordinary forms of policies are 
issued. 

The custom of the Society as to 
liberal and prompt dealing with all its 
patrons, is the cause of its unexampled 
prosperity. 

The Society paid during the year 
1874, four million eight hundred and 
sixteen thousand dollars to _policy- 
holders and their families, in dividends, 


death claims, etc. 
HENRY B. HYDE, President. 
JAMES W. ALEXANDER, Vice-President. 
SAMUEL BORROWE, Secretary. 





NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


BRIGHTEST AND BEST” 


HAS ALREADY BEEN ADOPTED 
BY ABOUT 


2,000 SUNDAY-SCHOOLS! 
“BRIGHTEST AND BEST” 


Commends itself wherever used, and promises to 
attain as great popularity as any of our previous 
publications. 


“BRIGHTEST AND BEST” 


sold by Booksellers all over the United States 


160 PAGES ; PRICE $30 PER 100 COPIES. 


Examine “ BRIGHTEST AND Brst” before you buy 
a new song book for your Sunday-school. 


a@- Sent by mail, in paper cover, on receipt of 
twenty-five cents. covers 35 cents. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
76 East Ninth St., New York. 
08 Washington G5..CMerge. 


READ EVERY WORD, 


NO CONTINUED or SENSATIONAL 
STORIES IN 


THE PEOPLE’S LEDGER. 


8 Large Pages; 48 Columns of Choice Miscellane- 
ous Keading Maiter every week, together with 
articles from the pens of such well. known writers 
as NASBY OLIVER OPTIC, SYLVANUS COBB, 
Jr., Miss LOUISE ALOCOTT, WILL CARLTON, 
J. T TROWBRIDGE, MARK TWAIN, and Mxs, 
MARY J. HOLMES, 
SPECIAL OFFER. 

We will send the “ PEOPLE’S LEDGER” to any 
address every week for three months on trial on 
receipt of only fifty cents. 

The “ PEOPLE’S LEDGER” is an old established 
and reliable weekly newspaper. 

We are confident that you will take the 
LEDGER for a year if we can only induce you to 
give us a trial for three months. Address 

HENRY K. CURTISS, Puablisher, 
12 School St., Boston, Mass. 


}OOKS exchanged. Furnish all new. Want 
old. Write. Name this paper. American Book 
change, New York. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





WEBSTER’S 


UNABRIDGED DICTIONARY. 


“THE BEST PRACTICAL ENGLISH DICTIONARY 
FXTANT.”—London Quarterly Review, October, 1873. 

Sa A National Standerd. The authority in the 
Government Printing Office at Washington, and 
supplied by the Government to every pupil at 
West Point. 

Lz-Warmly recommended bv Rancroft. Pres- 
cott. Motley, Geo, P. Marsh, Halleck, Whittier, 
Willis, Saxe, Elibu Burritt, Daniel Webster, Rufus 
Choate, and the best American and European 
scholars. 

A necessity for every intelligent family, student, 
teacher, and professional man. What Library is 
complete without the best English Dictionary? 

A NEW FE«TURE. 

To the 2000 ILLUSTRATIONS heretofore in Web- 
ster’s Unabridged we have recently added four 
pages of 

COLORED ILLUSTRATIONS, 
engraved expressly for the work, at large expense 


Be-The National Standard. 
PROOFK,--20 TO 1. 


The sales of Webster's Dictionaries throughout 
the country in 1873 were 20 times as large as the 
sales of any other Dictionaries. In proof will be 
seit to ary person, on application, the statements 
of more than 100 Booksellers, from every section 
of the country. 


Nearly every State Superindent of Public In- 
struction in toe Unien, or corresponding officer, 
where such an one exists, has recommended 
Wepster's DICTIONARY in the strongest terms. 
Among them are those of Fastern, Northern, Mid- 
die, Southern, and Westera States, —TWENTY- 
EIGHT im all. 

STATE PURCHASES. 


The State of NEW YORK has placed 10 000 co- 
pies of Webster’s Unabridged in as many of her 
Publie S:nouls. ; 

The State of WISCONSIN, about 5000,—nearly 
every School. 

. ioe an of NEW JERSEY, 1,500—r early every 
chool, 

The State of MICHIGAN, made provision forall 
her Schools. 

The State of MASSACHUSETTS has supplied 
her Schools—nexrly all. 

‘The state of IOWA nas supplied her S. hools. 

The State of CONNECTICUT has made provi- 
sions for ber Schoois. 

43 Over 5000 Schoo's in -NDIANA were sup- 
pliea during the year 1872, aud many more in 
1875 and 1874 

ln other States many ecp‘es have been pur- 
chev ed for suppl; ing Schools of cities, counties, 
and towns. 

What better investment can be made for 
Schovis? 

At least fowr-f/ths of all the Schoo]-Beoks pub- 
lished in this couutry own Webster as their stan- 
dard, and of the remaicder, few acknowledge 
any stanoard. 

Published by 

G & C. MERRIAM, Springfield, Mass 





THE NEW SUNUAY-SCHOOL HYMN-8OOK, 
MEETS UNQUALIFIED APPROVAL. 
nearly every maii bringing Uns«oght 
Testiinony to the Excellence of its 
Hymas, Masic, and appearauce. Do 


uot fait to Examine it. $30 per 100. 
Sample copy by mail, 35 cents. 

FOR SALE BY BOOKSELLERS GENEF ALLY. 
Philadelphia: JO«aN J. MOYWD, 608 Arch St. 


UNDAY-SCHOO 


LIBRARIES. 


CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 
Don’t fail to inciude our Publications 
WARREN & WYMAN, 

744 Brondway., N. ¥. 


- MUSIC BOOKS 


FOR THE AUTUMN. 


For Sabbath-scbools, our beautiful 


SHINING RIVER. 
35 Cts. The newest, as it is ope of the best of 
Sunday-school Song Books, 


For Singing Schools, the famous 


SONG MONARCH, 


75 Cts. Perfectly adapted to interest Singing 
Classes, 





For Devotional Meetings (just published), 


LIVING WATERS. 
30 Cts. Compiled by D. F. Hopees; a rich trea- 
sury of the sweete-t hymns and tunes. 
For Choruses, Conventions, and Choirs 
THE LEADER. 
$1.38. Tuves, Anthems, Chants. 
CHORUS CHOIR. 
$2.00. Choruses and Anthems, 
PERKIN’S Anthem BOOK. 
8150. Easy Anthems. 

TRIAL BY JURY. 
810%. Just Published. A most mirth provok- 
ing Operetta, with fine Music, 

Sent, post-paid for retail price. 
Liberal Discounts to Societies and Conventions, 
OLIVER DITSON & CO, CHAS. H. DITSON & C¥., 
Boston, 7il Br’dway, 4. Y. 


St WN 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


WANTED 
CANVASSERS in every place for the 
ILLUSTRATED CHRISTIAN WEEKLY, 
$2 50 IN ADVANCE, POSTPAID, 
A Treasury of Good Things every week, 
with Beautiful Engravings, published by the 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


Applications, accompanied by undoubted recom- 
merdations, may be made to 


H, N. THISSELL, 1512 Chestnut St., Phila. 


EGYPTIAN ROOFING. 





800 
0 My 





More Durable than Tin. 
LESS THAN ONE-HALF THE COST. 
FOR STEEP OR FLAT ROOFS. 


Can be applied by inexperienced persons. 
Turned out by machirery. A finished roofing 
ready to lay on the building, warranted ten years 
Send for circularand sample. AGENTS WANTED. 

MORSE & MINER, Manufacturers, 
105 N. Fourth Street, Philadelphia 

Roofing shipped to any rs of the country, also 
dealers in One Ply, and Triple Thick Tarred 
Roofing Frit, 3 cents per pound, Oxice Roofing 
Paint for Felt. Tin. and Shingled Koofs, 40 cents 
per gallon. Pitch $3 per barrel. 

PHILADELPHIA, June 7, 1875, 
Messrs. Morse & MINER: 

Gents: The roofs of the three houses, Nos. 135, 
137, and 139 Noble Street, which was covered 
with your Egyptian Roofing three years ago, are 
in perfect condition now, Have required nothing 
done to them, and are gen satisfactory. 

L. C. CLEEMAN, Attorney at law 
No. 16 South Third Street. 








TEN HINDS OF 
TEACHERS’ 


International Periodicals, 


NOHOLARS LESSON PAPERS 


On the International Lessons, and 
CHILDREN’S ILLUSTRATED PAPERS. 


THREE HUNDRED 


New Library Books. 


AT THE . 


Sunday-School Book and Paper Store, 


40 Winter Street, Boston. 
EBEN SHUTE. 


NEWSPAPER 
ADVERTISING 


Viv ir » 
NINETY-NINTH EDITION. 
Containing a complete list of all the towns in the 
United States, the ‘Territories and the Dominion 
of Canada, having a population greater than 5,000 
according to the last census, together with the 
names of the newspapers having the largest local 
cireulation in each of the places named. Also, a 
catalogue of newspapers which are recommended 
to advertisers as giving greatest value in propor- 
tion to prices charged. Also, all newspapers in 
the United States and Canada printing over 5,000 
copies each issue. Also, all Religious, Agricul- 
tural, Scientific and Mechanical, Medical. Ma- 
sonic, Juvenile, Educational, Commercial, Insur- 
ance, Real Estate, Law, Sporting, Musica), Fash- 
ion, and other special class journals; very com- 
plete lists, Together with a complete list of over 
300 German papers printed in the United States. 
Also, an essay upon advertising; many tables of 
rates, showing the cost of advertising in various 
newspapers, and everything which a beginner in 

advertising would like to know. Address 


GEO. P. BOWELL & CO., 





41 Park Bow, New York 
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